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To the R E A D E R. 


A N introduction, although common, is not very 
neceilary here, as the compiler of the follow- 
ing treatife, with unwearied diligence, fearched 
the ancient records for the Hiftorical account of 
the Blue Blanket, which is the Craftfmens Banner, 
containing the fundamental privileges of the good 
Town ; as alfo, the powers and prerogatives of the 
Crafts of Edinburgh. 

Mr Alexander Pennecuik, who was a burgefs 
and guild brother in the Good Town, fearched out 
records, which had been neglected by all other 
hiftorians who had pretended to give authentic ac- 
counts of Edinburgh, &c Upon the 7th of April, 
1722, he gave in his manufcript of the Blue Blan- 
ket to the Convener of the Fourteen Incorpora- 
tions, in order that they might judge of its authen- 
ticity, which, being very narrowly infpe£ted by 
proper antiquarians, was found juft, and the Four- 
teen Incorporations appointed two of their Craftf- 
men, to give a public teftimony of their approba- 
tions j which they did, in a letter, recorded before 
the preface. 

In this Edition the publifher has taken care not 
to vary from the old original language of the 
charters belonging to the Crafts of Edinburgh, and 
likewife annexed the Set or Charter for the govern- 
ment of the City of Edinburgh, which clearly 
points out, both to the Magiftrates and the Four- 
teen Ir corporations, their powers of electing and 
being ele&ed. 



To the READER 


As alfo, the Coats of Arms for each of the 
Fourteen Incorporations, with their dates when 
granted, See. 

May the IVorfbipful the Deacons of Crafts, and 
aU the members cf the Fourteen Incorporations in 
the Good Town of Edinburgh, live in unity and 
love ; ancly in the word of times , fnpport and main* 
tain the honours and freedom of the Blue Blanket, 
till the lift trump rend the athcrial fky, is t be ar - 
dent pra i er of 


Worthy fellow -citizens. 

Tour devoted humble fervant , 




The PUBLISHER. 



The DEACONS of CRAFTS, 

And the remanent Members ofthe 

Fourteen Incorporations in the 
Good Town of Edinburgh . 

] W‘ PRESENT yon with an 
« abridgment of the glorious 
actions of your predecefTors ; 
IB, who, by a dutiful attachment 
to their Sovereign, fullering by impi- 
ous rebels, (hewed their hearts enflam- 
A 





The EpiJUe Dedicatory. 

ed with loyalty, their hands were 
thunder, and their deeds miracles. 
You enjoy the honours and privileges 
which they procured from the Mo- 
narchs of SCOTLAND, as rewards 
for their heroic atchievements. You 
are, what the greateft Princes and 
warriors in Europe, triumphant in 
the field of battle, and prelied down 
to the grave with laurels, have afpir- 
ed to Knights of the HOLY 
GHOST ; your banner being cal- 
led in original writs, The Banner of 
tbe'Roly Gboji. Study then to imi- 
tate your worthy anceftors in their 
illufirious virtues, and inviolably 
maintain the privileges of your 
MAGNA C H A R T A : 
It is a facred depofitum, which you 
are bound in confcience, as well as 
through interefi, to defend. If your 
enemies fhould dare to invade your 
prerogatives, granted by Kings, the 


The Epijile Dedicatory. 

fountains of law and honour, let the 
nation’s motto be yours : 

Nemo me impune lacejfet. 

Remember King David’s faying, 
which is very i'nug to the purpofe, 
Pfalm lx. 4. He bath given a banner 
unto them that fear him ; that it may be 
difplayed be can ft of the truth , Selah. 

J have, with umveared paiDS, 
collected the materials of the enftv- 
ing hiftory, from original authentic 
manufenpts, and hiftorians of u n- 
queftionable veracity and I humbly 
dedicate it to you the Crafts of 
EDINBURGH; tvilhing profpe- 
rii.y to you and the good town, 
whofe pillars and chief corner-flones^ 
you have always proved. May the 
Pfal mill’s prayer for Zion be granted 
unto her, Peace be 1 within . her 'walls,, 
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and prof per ity within her palaces : May 
they profper that love her, and feek her 
peace continually. May the inimi- 
table poet’s lines become a fulfilled 
prophecy, to be applied to our So- 
vereign City: 

Now, like a maiden Queen, JIjs will 

behold 

From her high turrets hourly fuitors 
come : 

The Eaft with inccnjc, and the Weft 
with gold, 

Will Jl and like fupplients to receive her 

doom. 

The [liver Forth, her own dotnejltc flood. 
Shall bear her vejfelr, like a [weeping 

train. 

Aid often wifi, as of her mijlrefs proud. 
With longing eyes to meet her face again. 
The vent’t gus merchant who defgdd more 

far, 

And tenches on our hof pi table fiore, ■ 


7 he Epijlle Dedicatory, 

Chain'd with the fplendor of this Nor- 
thern Star, 

Shall here unload him , and depart no 

more.. 


Drtd. Ann. Mirr. 


That this may happen, and your 
Incorporat i ons may flourifti with 
blellings of the Upper find the Nether 
Springs , is the earned prayer ofi 


Worthy Fellow-Citizens, 


Your devoted humble fervant, 


Edinburgh , 7 

dfuguft I. 1722.5 


Alexander Pennecuis* 


* I 
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Copy of an Epijlle front two Crafts- 
men in Edinburgh lo the Author. 


“ S I R, 

S INCE you have put an high 
rtfpeft upon us, to commu- 
<< nicate in manufeript your hiftori- 
“ cal account of the Bine Blanket, and 
“ to aik our advice about its publica- 
“ tion ; having carefully and with 
“ pleafure perufed it, we return you 
u our fincere thanks for your elabo- 
“ rate enquiry into the concealed 
“ honours of the trades: But being 
“ diffident of our fufficiency to 
“ judge of an hiftorian, we laid it 
“ before the ableft of our brethren, 
l* who carneftly follicite you may 


«€ 


fend it abroad. You have troden 
“ in unbeaten paths, the fubjeft hav- 
ing been over-looked by all Scottifh 
<( hiftorians. As we quellion not 
“ but you will oblige the world by 
publishing the honours of the 
“ Blanket, fo affure yourlelf of 
“ a tribute of praife from all Crafts * 
u men , efpecially from. 


“ S I R, 


“ Your humble fervants. 


G. H, 


Edinburgh , 
jft September, 1722. 


w. d.” 
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General Preface. 

Touching Craftsmen, and the Ho- 
norary Offices they have enjoyed 
in Church and State. 

W H E M the Omnipotent Architect had 
built the glorious fabrick of this world 5 
upon a review of his works, he pronounced, they 
were all very good, and refted from' his labours : 
The Almighty could have fpoke the world into 
being in a moment ; but out of the depth of in- 
finite wifdom, fpent fix days in its creation, that 
man might learn ftill to be ufefully employed, 
copying after the example of his Lord and Law- 
giver, Though his deputy Adam was the firfl: 
and greateft of monarchs, whofe dominions ex* 
tended from pole to pole, in a date of innocence, 
before fin had blafted the beauty of Eden, and na- 
ture fpontaneoufly yielded her fruits ; yet was he 
not to eat the bread of idienefs, having his tafk 
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ii A General Preface* 

daily afiigned him, as is inimitably exprefied by the 
matchlefs Milton, in his beautiful defcripion of 
Adam awaking his charming Eve. 

Awake, the morning jlnnes , and the frefb field 
Calls us i we lofe ihe prime , to mark how fpring 
Our tended plants , h',w blows ibe Citron groves .* 
What drops the myrrh , and what the balmy reed , 
How nature paints her colours > bow the bee 
Sits on the b>oom 3 extracting liquid fweets. 

Hts eldeft fon, by right of primogeniture, fiar 
of a fair inheritance, was educate a plowman, and 
his brother a grazier. The fall of man introduced 
thofe liberal fciences, divinity, law and phyfickj 
but though we had continued pure, as when we 
dropt from the fingers of our Maker, mechanic 
arts had been necefTary. In the infancy of the 
world, before the wrangling of lawyers, the fo- 
pbiftry cf philofophers, and tur bulent fa£tions of 
divines had debauched mankind, artifis were in 
the highelt repute. Adah hare Jabal, the father 
of all fuch as dwell in tents, and his brother’s 
name was Jubal, the father of all fuch as handle 
the harp and organ, Gen . iv. 20. and verfe 22. 
Tubal Cain was an inftru&er of every artificer in 
brafs and iron. 

Iris much to the honour of Craftfmen, that 
holy Jofeph, hufband to the bleffed Virgin Mary, 
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mother of the Son of GOD, was a carpenter, 
though it lefiened our Lord’s efteem amongft the 
populace, who tauntingly cried (Matth. xiii. 35.) 
Is not this the carpenter's fon P And if we credit 
the earlieft ecclefiaflic hiftorians, the glorious 
Redeemer of mankind, before his public entrance 
upon the minifterial office, laboured with hi s 
hands in the {hop : Though he called St. Matth. 
from the cuftoms, to evidence the extent and 
conquering power of his grace ; yet the mod of 
his apoftles and difciples, who fpread the everlaft- 
ing gofpel, and fupplanted the government of Sa- 
tan, purchafed food with the fweat of their 
brows. 

God feems to have put a diftinguiffiing honour 
upon tradefmen, that in all ages, men of the 
greateft learning, and the nobleft heroes, have 
fprung from their loins ; Porus, monarch of the 
Indies, was the fon of a barber, 'and wrought 
himfelf as a tinker. Braydillus, prince of the 
'Sclavonians, fon of a collier* Artagorus, Gover- 
nor of the Cyconians, fon of a cook. Agathocles, 
King of Sicily, fon of a potter. The good Arch- 
bifhop Villagefius, fon of a carter; for which 
reafon he took. wheels for his armorial-bearing. 
Cardinal Wool fey, Chancellor of England, was 
begot by a butcher. One of the greateft ftatef- 
men of any age, Cardinal Julius Alberoni, by a gar- 
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dener : And our famous countryman Mr. Law, 
by a goldfmith of Edinburgh. 

As the feed of mechanics have rifen to the 
higheft dignities, fo mechanics themfelves have 
fwayed fceptres, proven the braveft generals, the 
wifefl: ftatefmen, and the greateft monarchs ; tho* 
the unthinking mafs of mankind may defpife a 
perfon for low birth • The firft circumdance of 
life ought to have no influence iri our judgment 
of a great man ; becaufe we cannot pretend to be 
the children of whom we pleafe ; and that a man may 
owe his birth to a prince, whofe natural temper 
and inclinations difcover more meannefs of birth 
than if he were the fon of a weaver : whereas no- 
thing is more glorious than, when notwithdand- 
ing of the defeft of education, a man knows how 
to re&ify and elevate the inclinations which an 
obfcure birth naturally inclines to be fervile. 

Oh fNTus Cincinnatus, when called to the 
Government of Rome, was found hard at Plow; 
being faluted by the name of Di&ator, inveded 
with purple, honoured with the faces, and other 
enfigns of magidracv, was defired to take jour* 
ney ; after a little paufe, he anfwered with tears 
in his eyes, Tben> for this year , my poor farm 
mufl be unfown* Taking leave of his family, he 
performed his office with that prudence and juftice, 
that he proved the admiration of the world ; And 
having finiffied his di£latorfliip, returned again 
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to his plow. Arfaces, from being a private me- 
chanic, was called to found the Parthian empire : 
and fuch an one was Tamberlane, the vanquisher 
of Afia. Peter du Brofie Chirurgeon, was high 
chamberlain of France, and fecretary to King 
Philip III. Madianello, a Neapolitan fifherman, 
raifed an army of 50000, 7th of July, 1647, an( l 
trampled on the government of Naples, till they 
were obliged to yield to the demands of the people 
groaning under the burthen of exorbitant taxes. 
The Anabaptids in Munfter, cllufed John of Ley- 
den* a taylor, for their King, A. D. *535. Ze- 
no y the famous bifhop of Condantia, was a wea- 
ver, who lived till he was pad an hundred years 
of age ; and though he was the mod eminent 
bilhop, and had the larged diocefe In that coun- 
try, kept a weaver’s fhop, and wrought himfelr 
daily at the loom to clothe the naked. When the 
peafants of Upper Audria rofc up agamd P. 
Maximilian, Fledor of Bavaria, A. D. 1627, 
their army confided of 60,000; it was commanded 
by Stephen Tudiner, a hatter ; and after his death 
by Walmer, a flioemakcr, killed by Count Papen- 
heim. And I cannot omit to hint at the beautiful 
dory of Mr. Edmond, a Baxter, and fon of a 
baxter in Stirling, who fhewed fuch unparalleled 
valour in the Swedifli wars, under the command 
of that immortal thunderbolt of war, Gudavus 
B 


vi A General Preface . 

Adolphus, that he became a general ; his fwim- 
ming the Danube and, Oy an artful ftratagem* 
carrying off the General of the Imperialifts, and 
other marvellous a&ions of his life, are recorded 
in the chronicles of Sweden, In his old age he 
returned to his native country, Scotland, and built 
a (lately manfe at Stirling, which he doned to the 
Church. 

Historians, ancient and modern, not only 
record the martial atchievements, but the fingular 
fan&ity of mechanics, not to mention the faith of 
a fhoemaker, under the reign of a King of Perfia, 
who removed a mountain by a holy harangue, 
related by Paulus Venetus de Rebus Orientalibus, 
and Nazianzen Caufen, in his holy court, as fa- 
vouring too much of a morkifh fable; nor the 
known (lory of Crifpianus, who fufFered by the 
cruelty of Maximilian. The Church records a 
noble army of martys, who died for the Proteflant 
faith in the reign of Henry VIII. and Mary, So- 
vereigns o/ England. - 

John Mace, furgeon 
Pucha^d Ferus, goldfmit'h 
Mr Gilles, cutler 
Robert Hackets Arthur ”) 

Thomas Bond | 

John Hart ^flioemakets 

John Curd | 

John Hoys j 
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John Cookfbury 
John Hammond 


tanners 


John Bennet 
Andrew Heuet 
John Warner 
William Corberley 


taylors 


George Eagles, minifter 
William Picket ? 

Thomas Cob \ 


^ butchers 


Stephen Knight, barber 
George Tankerfield, cook 
Thomas Hudfon, glover 
Thomas Thomkins 
William Bamford 
Nicolas Chamberland 
John Cavell - 1 

John Spence 
Richard Nicolas 
John Carelefs 
John Leaf, candlemaker 



Nicolas Hall 


John Spicers 
John Tudfon 
John Went 
John Clement 


Thomas Avington 


Thomas Harland j 
Thomas Ravendell, currier. 

Sanftitatis radiis^ in orbe reful fit. 

Behold the mirtyrs who for truth have dyd > 
Heaven's glory noiv> and Britain’s greatejt gride. 
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No Popijh flames to them a period give y 
Their memoirs eternally fnall live . 

Wisf Princes and States have always had me- 
chanics in higheft eftimation. The Grand Seig- 
nior, though one of the greatefl Princes in Eu- 
rope, is always educate in fome handy craft. The 
Dutch, and the Czar of Mufcovy, by encourag- 
ing Craftfmen, have made their countries flourifh, 
and are become the terror and envy of their 
neighbours. King Charles II. was an excellent 
worker in ivory : neither the affairs of ftate, nor 
pleafures of his court* could divert him from his 
talk at the Turner’s loom. Lewis the XIV. of 
Fiance, was fo exquifitely good at making of 
watches, that he was equalled by few in his 
reign. 

What refpeft the Kings of Scotland have 
put upon tradefmen, the following hiftcry of 
the Blue B!anlct> or, Craft [mens B nncr y will 
declare. They have had the happinefs to tafle 
the bounty of our Princes in the higheft ho- 
nours : For this order of the Blanket , origi- 
nally of ecclefiaftic inflitution, is confirmed by 
the royal fan£tion. It had its rife about the 1200 
year of God, when the Croifade was carried on 
by Pope Urban the Second; and fo is older than 
any of the orders of knighthoed in Europe, fave 
that of St. Andrew, or the Thiftle, which had 
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its original about the 800, when the King of 
Scots and Pufts made war againft Athelfton King 
of the Weft Saxons; and that of the Star, or 
bleffed Viigin, which, as Selden, in his titles of 
honour, remarks, had its rife in the year 1022 : 
for that order of St, George, or the Garter, was 
not inftitute till the year 1345, that of St. Mi- 
chael, not till 1448, and that of the Golden 
Fleece 1429. So that 1 may fay the words of 
Do&or Helen in his preface to his Hitlory of the 
Englifh nobility, Kings have fo much of God in 
them , whofe deputies they are on earthy as many 
times , where they find merit and defei f, they raife 
the poor out of the dujl y that they may fet them 
with Princes , even the Princes of the people , 
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A N 

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

BLUE BLANKET; 


O R, 

CRAFTSMENS BANNER. 

CONTAINING 

The fundamental Principles of the Go- 
vernment of the Good Town, Powers, 
and Prerogatives of the Crafts of 
Edinbrgh. 

K W ^ H E metropolitan city of Scotland, by 
I fome hiftorians, (as Buchanan obferves) 
.A either through ignorance or ill-will, cal- 
led Valla Dolorofa, the Doleful Valley *, by the 
records, Caftrum Pueliarum, the Maiden 
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Caftle, from its royal and impregnable caflle, 
built by Cruthenus Camelon, King of the Pi£ls, 
ivhere the daughters of the Pidlifh Kings were 
kept working at their needles, till married ; which* 
for ftrength, and command of profpe£l, may chal- 
lenge precedency of the bed in Britain. Some of 
the ancient Scotts called it Caftrum Allatum, o- 
thers, Dunedinum \ and the latter Edinum, which 
we render Edinburgh ; it is fituared on the de- 
clining of an hill, from whence fhe views her 
tributary river Forth, encompafied about with fer- 
tile fields, fpacious paftures, and goodly gardens, 
grown by degrees, in fuch magnificence of build- 
ings, as to (land in competition, almoft, with 
any in Europe ; and juflly merits the encomium 
Dr. Arthur Johnfton bellowed upon her : 

That Edinburgh may view the heavens at will , 
">Tis built iipon a lojty rifmg bill % 

The fields and river s y which her hand maids be 7 
She thence views } and the tributary fea : 

And when the fun difplays his morning light , 

The palace doth prefent itfelf to fight. 

That princely dwelling under Arthur Seat, 

Adorn'd by mofi ingenius art of late j 
towards the wefi the glorious caflle /lands ; 

Which with its thunder giveth loud commands . 

Each cilizfh hath fuch a hovfe , that it 
May Pars of great eft quality well fit* 
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7 he threats of foes do not make them difmafd , 

Nor need they be by their ajjaults afraid . 

Sure> for a Kingly city y none can ivijb 
A feat that's more convenient than this . 

It is not only beautiful, but ancient, though 
the time when it was founded is not eafily difco- 
vered. The magiilrates of Edinburgh, in their 
congratulatory harangue to King James the VI. of 
Scotland, and I. of England, recorded in the 
Mufes Welcome to that Prince , aiTert, it was build- 
ed by Fergufius, the firft builder of this kingdom, 
three hundred and thirty years before the Incarna- 
tion of Chrift. 

In our fierce and frequent wars with the Pifls, 
Danes, Romans and Englifh, this city was fo of- 
ten deliroyed, her monuments and charters laft, 
that her original cannot be well documented. 
The firft Charter I find in her favours is granted 
by King Alexander I. firnamed the Good , and the 
fecond by his fucceffor St. David. It is generally 
agreed upon, that it was made a Burgh Royal by 
King William I. in whofe reign a fervour of devo- 
tion, encouraged by Pope Urban II. feized the* 
fpirits of the princes and cavaliers of Europe, un- 
der the command of Godfrey of Bulloign, to 
refcue Paleftine, and the city of Jeiufalem out of 
the hands of Saladine, and to pluck the fepulchre 
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of Jefus from the puffeffion of Infidels, The zea* 
lous Pontiff was afflicted that the Holy Land, the 
city of God, the inheritance of Jefus, fhould be 
fullied by Infidels, Saracens and Turks; who, in 
fome meafure, might be faid to have driven our 
Lord from his capital, that the crofs, the glory 
and ornament of crowned heads, fliould be tram- 
pled upon by the vileff of Adam’s pofferity. 
Therefore he inculcated the neceffity of taking 
arms, and united all the powers of Chiftendom ; 
and to whet their courage, promifed to thofe that 
would join in this holy fervice, a plenary indul- 
gence, that is, a remiffion of all penances impof- 
ed by confeffors, 

Vast numbers of Scots mechanicshaving fol- 
lowed this holy war, taking with them a Banner > 
bearing this infcription out of the li,Pfalm, In bona 
vo nutate tua edijicenter muri Jerufalem. Upon 
their leturning home, and glorying that they were 
amongft the fortunate who placed the Chriftian 
ftandard of the crofs in the place that Jefus ChrifE 
had confccrated with his blood, they dedicated 
this Banner , which they (filed The Banner of the 
Holy Ghojl , to St. Eloi’s altar in St. Giles’s church 
in Edinburgh ; which, from its colour, was called 
The Blue Blanket . 

Though none of our hifiorians mention the 
original inflhution of the B ue Blanket , nor is 
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there any vouchers for it, faving old imperfe& 
manuferipts; yet, it is highly probable, it had its 
rife from the Croifade, or Holy War : for Mon- 
fieur Cheverau in his Hiftory of the World, tells 
us that Scotland was engaged in that war, and 
fold or mortgaged their eftatesfor that expedition ; 
and that fhe was among!! the forward nations in 
it. Pere Mainr.bourg, Hiftoir des Croifades, in- 
forms us, that the knights of St. Lazarus, an or- 
der of men educate to the holy war, were nume- 
rous every where, but efpecially in Scotland and 
France ; as appears by the charters and grants of 
princes in their favours ; and the diftinctive crof- 
fes they wore, evince, that the Scots were as 
forward, gallant, and zealous in the fervice, as 
any of their neighbours. 

Our hiftories bear, that a great many of the 
Scots went to that war, under the command of 
Allan, Lord great Steward of Scotland ; and they, 
with their confederates, got pofftflion of Jerufa- 
lem in 1099. 

When Saladine prevailed again!! the Chrif- 
tian arms, William, King of Scotland, afilfted 
the war with money, and fent fupplies of men to 
the meritorious action, under the command of 
David his brother, and that five thoufand Scots 
had their (hare in the Mallheurs and fuccelTes of 
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that unfortunate enterprize. And if we may be- 
lieve Boethius in Vita Gull, the renowned city 
Ptolemais was taken by the good conduft of Earl 
David, brother to the King of Scots, Anno 1091, 
and that the Chriftian intelligencer was one Oli- 
ver, a Scotfman. 

This Blue Blanket , whofe original I have en- 
deavoured to difcover, was, in the dark times of 
Popery, held in fuch religious veneration, that 
whenever mechanics were artfully wrought upon 
by the clergy, to difplay their holy colours, it 
ferved for many ufes, and they never failed of 
fuccefs in their attempts ; which is not to be 
wondered at : For as the learned and judicious 
Doftor Abercromby obferves in the Life of St. Da- 
vid, King of Scotland, fpeaking of the battle of 
the Standard, 4 So good a ufe have churchmen in 
4 all ages known to make of religious pageantries, 
4 and fo much have the vulgar been milled into the 
4 belief of heavenly prote&ion, by the Legerde- 
4 main tricks of fpiritual guides, who, while they 
« have no other view but to gratify their private 
4 paflions, mufter the deluded people into rebel- 
4 lion. 

Having thus accounted for the original of the 
order of the Blue Blanket , I may fairly infer, that 
it is as ancient, and more honourable than the 
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Englifh order of the Garter, the inftitntion where* 
of, fome afcribe to a garter falling occafionally 
from the Countefs of Salifbury ; though others 
affirm, the Garter was given in telHinony of that 
bond of love whereof the knights and fellows of 
it were to be tied to one another, and all of them 
to the King. And others make it 0 ill more an* 
cient, giving it the fame original with the Blue 
Blanker, relating, that when King Richard I. 
of England was at war againR-the Turks and Sa- 
racens in the Holy Land, the tedioufnefs whereof 
began to difcourage bis foldiers, be, to quicken 
their courage, tied about the legs of fevetal choice 
knights a garter, or fmall thong of leather, the 
only Ruff he had at hand, that as the Romans 
ufed to beftow crowns and garlands for encourage- 
ment, fo this might provoke them -to Rand toge- 
ther, and fight valiantly for their king. 

The Crafts of Edinburgh, having this order 
of the Blanket to glory in, may juftly take upon 
them the title of Knights of the Blanket , or, Che- 
valiers of arms: For, as the learned Skene, De 
V erborum Signification , in his title, Banrevts 
obferves, that Baniems are called Chevaliers of 
drms , or Knights i who, obtaining great honours 
and dignities, have power and privileges granted 
to them by the King, to raife and lift up a banner. 
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with a company of men of weir, either horfe or 
foot ; which rannot he done by any fave baronets, 
without the King’s fpecial licence, as Pafquiers, 
lib. 2. Hefrecherckeres de la France^ ch. 9. fol. 100. 
by fundry arguments proves, and Dr. Smith, in 
his Treatife of the Commonwealth of England, 
lib. 1. chap. 17. informs us, tiiat Knights Ban- 
rents aie allowed to difplay their arms on a ban- 
ner in the King’s hofh 

As the Knights of St. George have their meet- 
ing at Wind for caflle, and thefe of the Thiftle in 
the royal palace of Holyrood-houfe, fothe Knights 
of the Blanket have theirs at St. Eloi, who was a 
French bifhop and their guardian, his altar, to 
which they mortify confiderable fums for the main- 
tenance of a chaplain, and reparation of the orna- 
ments of the chapel ; as appears from the Craftf- 
mens feal of caufe, the tenor of which runs thus : 


Seal of Cause for the Hammermen 
of Edinburgh, 

‘TILL all and fyndry quham it efiiers, 

* quhais knawledge thir piefent letters (hall to cum, 
‘ Andrew Bartrem Provoft of Edinburgh, George 
« Edwardfon, John of Livingron, Alexander 

* Crawford, James Aikman, and John B.fkt, 
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c baillziets ol the faid burgh, greeting; for fae 
i meikle as, the hedifmen and maifters of the 

* hamerrnan, and maifters of the hammerman- 
1 craft, baith black- fmythes, gold-fmythes, lorr- 

< rneis, fadlars, cutlars, bucklar-makers, armour- 

* ars, peudrars, and all uthers within the faid 
i burgh, has humyly menyt and fiiawin, baith ca 

* our Soverairie Lord the King, and to us, the 

* the great fkaith, lak and dangire done to thaim, 
€ and the great dampnage, hurt and prejudife 
‘ done to our Soveraine Lord’s realme and lieges 

* in thir points that efter folows, throw the 

* quhilks the faids Craftfmen are heryit and put to 
‘ povertie, befekand our Lord’s gud grace, and 
‘ us in his name, of remed and reformacioune 
‘ thairof, and to fett fic ftatuts and ways thairup- 
c on that the faids dampnages, lak and dangirs may 
‘ be ifcewit, and the faid craft of hamyrmen ex- 

< ercit in time cumying, to the honour of our 
« Soverane Lord arid his realme, and to the vvele' 
‘ and profit of the faids Craftifmen, and all uthers 
‘ bis lieges; that is to fay in the fir ft, that the 

* Laid Craft is abufit, and the maifters and hedif- 

* men theirof grefly fkaithit by the daily markat 

* maid in Cremys, and be vile perfons throw the 

* hie ftreet, and on the bak half of the town, in 
c br.chlying of the hammyrmenis work and thair 
i a aft in lak and difhonounng of our faid burgh, 

B 2 
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1 and in breking of the gud rule, lovable and old 
4 ftatuts, maid diverfe tymes tbairupon of before : 
c We herefor underftanding the reafonable fuppli- 
4 cacioune, and juft petitioune of the faid Craf- 
4 tifmen, defyring to fett remed, and doe juftice 
4 thairuntill, to the honour of the faid burgh, and 
4 „ commone wele of the faid Craftifnaen and this 
4 hale realme, has, according to our Soverane 
4 Lord writinis and charges gevan to us thairup- 

* on, the common profit byng always confident, 

* ftatut, devift and ordain, and be thir our prefent 
4 letters ftatuts, devifis and ordainis, that in time 
c cumyng, thair be na opyn market maid, or ufit 
4 be quhatfumevir perfonis, of any wark perteny- 
4 ing to the faid hammyrmen of thair craft, in 
< fchewing theirof in hands upone the hie ftreeit, 
4 nor in the Cremys, nay in Burds, nor utherways 
4 within the faid burgh, nor in thir buthis, ex- 
4 cept alanarly the markat day. Itcm> That na 
4 perfonis of the hammyrman craft fett up buth 
4 to wyrk within the laid burgh quhill he be maid 
4 an freeman tbairof, and be examinit be thiie of 
4 the bed maiflcis of the faid craft, gif he be 

* fufficient, and wyrkand goood and fovir wark, 
4 fy lie fluff, and habill to ferve aur Soverane Lord 
4 and liis lieges, and then to be admittit to fett 
4 up buth, he payant therefor to the faid uphald 
‘ of divyne fo be done at St. Eloi’s altar, and re- 
4 paracioune of the ornaments thair of fouriey 


tf the Blue Blanket. 31 

* (hillings. Item , That every Craftifman that 
‘ taks ane premife to tech him the faid craft with' 
4 in the faid burgh, fal pay for his entry to the up- 

* hald of the faid altar, and the ornaments thair* 
4 of, twenty (hillings. Item , That non of the 

faids craftifmen tak any uther feit man to wyrk 

* on the faid craft quhill his prentifehip be fulfil- 
‘ lit 2nd cornpletit under the pain of twenety 
4 (hillings, Item, that nane- of the faids Craftif- 
4 men refikve nor lat wark within his buthe ony 
4 man, without he be uther his prentife or feit 
4 fe^vand, fa that the maifter of the buthe fal an* 
1 Alt r tor his wark and fynenes thairof. Item, 

4 That nane of the faid craftifmen refett, tak, nor 
‘ fee an uther manis prentis or fervand, nor give 
4 him wark, without it be clearly underftaund 
4 that he be free of uther menis fervis. Item, 

* Upon ilk Satirday afternoon, that twa or thrie 

* ef the worthyefi: maifters and of maid knaw- 
4 lage of the faid craft, chofine thairto be the haill 
*' fallowfliip, pafs with thair ofliciar, and ferch 

* and fe ail menys wark in the faid craft, gif it be 

* fufficient in fluff and warkmanfhip, gud and 
< habill wark to ferve our Soverane Lord’s lieges 

* with : And quahair it beis fundyn faltive, to 
4 forbid the famyne, under the pain of efeheating 
4 thairof als aft as he beis fundyne faltive. Item , 

4 That all thir craftifmen above wfiten fal convene 

* tyme and place to be thocht expedyent als sf?a$: 
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4 thay plaife, to common upon the breaking of 
* thir ftatuts above expremit, and to certifie the 
4 prouoff and bailzies thairof that fal be for the 
4 tyme, that reformacioune and punicion maybe 
4 done thairupon as effiers. Item, That every 
4 man breker of thir forwrittine ftatuts, pay for 
4 ilk ane of thaim als aft as thay happen to be bro- 
4 kin in his defalt, aught (hillings to be taken but 
4 favore, to the reparacioune of the faid altar 
4 and ornamentis thairof, and that all men of the 
4 faid ciaft doe and fulfil her aid ufand confuetud 
4 in all thyngs to the upbald of divyne fervace at 
4 the faid altar oufcly and dayly, and ane honour* 
4 abill chaplin thairof to thaii* craft as effiers ; 
4 and a if the maifters and hedifmen of the faid 
4 craft dois nocht tnair dilligence, to caufe all 
4 thir ftatuts above writtins to be obfervit and 
4 kepit, ans falls thiirof to be ferchit and puny flit, 
4 that thay fall be correct and punyflu thairfor 
4 be the prove ft and baillaies, as fall be fene con* 
4 Tenant to reafo-ne. And this to all quham it ef* 
4 fiers, or may effier, we rnak knawn faytfellie be 
4 thir our prefent lettirs, and in witneffing thair* 
4 of we have, at the command of our Soverane 
4 Lord, and defyre and requeft of the fayds Craf- 
i tifmen, maid our common fele of caufe to be 
4 hyngin to thir prefects, at Edinburgh the rath 
4 day of April, the zier of God a thoufand and 
4 four hundred ninety and fix ziers. 
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Ratification in F avours of the 
Hammermen of Edinburgh. 

* ATT Edinburgh the fixt day of September 
i 1 68 1 years, our Soveraign Lord, with advice 

* and confent of his eftats of parliament prefent- 
4 ly conveened by his Majefties ipeciali authority, 
4 hes ratifyed and approval, and hereby ratifies 
4 and approves the hail i rights, privileges, immu- 
4 nities and caufuakies, granted to, and in fa\ores 
4 of the deacon, boxmafters, mailers, patrons, 
4 and remanent members of the Ivlagdalane cha- 

pie, confiding of fmiths, cutlers, uidlers, lori* 
4 mers, armorers, peuthereis, ihear-lmiths, and 
4 all others incorpoiat, or to be incorporate with 
4 them, by our boveraigne Lord, or any on 
4 other cf his Majedies toy.. 11 predecdlors, or by 
4 the provod, bailhes, and Tcun Council of the 
4 faid burgh of Edinburgh, and mortifiecatioas 
4 granted to them, by whatfomever perfon or per- 
4 fans, of whatfomever date, tenor, or contents 
4 the famin be of, and bear; and particularly, 
4 but prejudice of the faid generality, an feal of 
4 caufe granted to them by the magidrats and 
4 common Council of the faid burgh of Edin- 

* burgh, upon the twelvth clay of April, 

* as the famin in itfelf more fully bears, in the 
! haill Iteads, daufes, and auiclss therein con- 
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4 tained, after the form and tenor thereof, in all 
c points, and wills, and grants, and for his Ma- 
4 jefty, and his Highnefs fucceflois, with advice 
4 and confent forefaid, decerns, declares, and or- 
4 dains this prefent general confirmation to be als 

* fufficie,nt, valid and effectual in all refpecls, as if 
4 the faids huill rights, grants and privileges ; 

* and particularly but prejudice of the forefaid ge* 
4 nerality, the feall of caufe, and gifts of morti- 
4 fication above mentioned, were de verba hi vcr - 
4 bum herein exprefsly fett doun, ingrofled and 
4 repeated. Likeas, his Majefty, with advice and 
4 confent forfaid, hes ratifyed, and hereby ratifies, 

4 approves, and confirms to the fald incorporation 
1 of hammermen, all and fundry their rights and 

* privileges, whereof they have been in ufe and 
4 poffcfiion ; and particularly, of feifing and ap- 
4 prehending of all and whatlomever work belong- 
4 ing to, or that can be made, furnifhed and com- 
4 pleated by them, that Hi all happen to be import- 
4 ed within the faid burgh, any time hereafter, 

4 (except upon the mercat day) and there efeheat- 
4 and confifcating the one half thereof to his Ma- 
4 jefties ufe, and the other half of the famen to the 
4 ufe oi the poor of the faid incorporation. And 
4 further, difeharges and inhibits all, and what- 
4 fomever work belonging to, or can be made, 

* furnifhed and compleated by them, to be in- 
4 brought; fold, vented c: retailed within the faid 
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‘ burgh, by any perfon or perfons, except within 
4 the boothes and (hops of the fieemen of the 
4 faid incorporation, but what (hall happen to be 
4 inbrought on the mercat day, and vented, fold, 
4 and ratiled on the mercat day, at the ordinary 
4 mercat place, between ten hours in the morning 
4 and two in the afternoon, and that under the 
4 pain of confifcation thereof to the ufes forefaid: 
4 Extracted forth of the records of Parliament, 
4 by me Sir Tho* Murray of Glendoick, Knight 
4 and Baronet, clerk to his Majefty’s council, re- 
4 gifter and rols. 

4 Tko. Murray, Clerk Regifier ? 

The. trades being thus confirmed in their pri- 
vileges by the royal fandtion, gave fuch extraordi- 
nary proofs of loyalty, that they efi:abli(hed them- 
felves in the grace and favour of their Princes \ 
and their loyal actions I (hall trace, beginning 
with the reign of 

King Robert Bruce. 

For many eminent fervices performed by the 
crafts, and other citizens of Edinburgh, contain- 
ed in an charter granted by the faid King Robert, 
dated at Cardrofs, in the 24th year of his reign : 
He difpones to the Provofl, baillies, council, and 
communities of the faid burgh, and their fuccef- 
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fors, the haven of Leith, mills, and other perti- 
nent* thereof, to be holden of his Majesty, and 
fuccettbrs, als freely, and with the fame liberties 
and commodities, as the fame were enj.oyed in the 
time of King Alexander his predeceflbr, of hap- 
py memory, for payment of 52 merks. Nor was 
Edinburgh by her loyal deportment, lefs in fa- 
vour with his fucceiTor, 

King Robert the II. 

In the beginning of his reign, Edinburgh, to 
fpeak properly, was not the capital city of Scot- 
land, being only a fmall burgh (which made Wal- 
finghame, and other hittorians of thefe times, 
call it a village) the houfes of which, becaufe they 
were fo often expofed to incur lions from England, 
being thatched, for the moft part, with firaw and 
turf; and then burnt, or demolifhed, were with 
no great difficulty repaired : for in ancient times, 
the Highlands was propetly the Scots Kings terri- 
tories, till the Pi£ts were expelled, who had Edin- 
burgh, and the Lothians in pofleffion, in the reign 
of King Kenneth II. Anno 839 : But the loyalty 
of the citizens, impregnable ftrength of the cattle, 
and the conveniency of the abbey of Holyrood- 
houfe, in the royal chapel whereof his corpfe is 
interred, invited the King to dwell, and hold his 
parliament there. Fiorn this proceeded a great 
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concourfe of people* who were of courfe obliged 
to refort to it, and occafioned thefe magnificent, 
but too coftly flru£lure$, with which it is fince 
crowded. But the loyalty of this ciry of Edin- 
burgh, was more remarkable In the reign of 

King James III. 

who having offended his nobles, for advancing 
Robert Cochran, a mafon,to the dignity of fecre- 
tary of State, and creating him Earl of Mar, 
James Hommel, a taylor, and one Leonard, a 
fmith, to extraordinary favour, and places cf 
truff, fo incenfed the ancient Peerage, forencbling 
thefe mufhrooms, fprung from the dreg of the 
people, quarrelling the King’s arbitrary power, in 
difpenfirg thefe honours, and marfhalling thefe 
perfons whom he had advanced to thefe high dig- 
nities, that in an impetus of paffion, they hanged 
Cochran Earl of Mar over the bridge of Lauder, 
and raifed fucb violent emotions in the flate, that 
his Majefly, for fecurity of his royal perfon, was 
forced to fhelter himfelf in Edinburgh caftle. 
During his confinement there, the Englifh, with 
whom he was at war, having marched to Edin- 
burgh *, and there being a treaty btewixt the Scots 
and them, cf the id Augufl 1482 ; the next day 
after this cefialion, Alexander, Duke of Albany, 
the King’s brother, importuned by the prayers 
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and tears of the Queen, for the King’s liberty, 
by the ?. {lift a nee of William Bartrem, provoft: of 
Edinburgh *, and with him the whole communi- 
nity, and incorporations of Craftfmen, intirely 
loving their King, and devoted to his fervice, 
loyally, and generoufly obliged themfelves to re- 
pay to the King the fums of money deburfed by 
him in view of the marriage betwixt the Duke of 
Rothfay and his daughter the Lady Cecil : or, if 
the King did yet incline that the marriage fhould 
be compleated, they undertook for their Sovereign 
Lord the King of Scotland, that he fhould concur, 
conform to his former obligation, providing that 
their faid Sovereign Lord, cr the Lords of his 
council, or the faid* provoft and burghers were 
informed of the King of England's pleafure and 
ele&ion upon the matter, by the firft of All Saints 
next to come. And the faids citizens furprized 
and ftormed the caftle of Edinburgh; and to the 
great diflatisfation of the rebellious nobles, fet 
their Sovereign at liberty. Theie furprifing iip 
ftances of loyalty and valour, for which they fhall 
be had in cverlafting remembrance, procured from 
the King a grant of many new privileges, con- 
tained in a patent, which they call their Golden 
Charter , dated 1482 ; particularly* the magiftrates 

* Ford. Ang. To?//. 12. P. i6». Godfcratt’s Hiftory 
of the Doug/ajfcs. Abu crowd/ % Martial Atchive- 
in ent*j HauthcnAi n ' s 1 1 ift ory . 
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are made heritable fheriffs within the faid burgh, 
and liberties of the fame. And another charter 
from their faid Sovereign Lord, in favours of the 
faid provoft, baillies, council and communities 
of the faid burgh, and their fucceflors for ever, 
of all the cuftoms of the haven of Leith, and 
road of the fame, dated 16th November, 1482, 
and a confirmation of a charter and infeoftment 
granted by Sir Robert Logan of Reftalrig, to 
them, of all the pafiages and ways leading to the 
haven and harbour of Leith, and from the fame > 
containing divers liberties and immunities. 

Indeed they very well deferved the favours 
beftowed on them ; for it is certain, that upon 
the King of England's fending his fervant the 
Garter King at arms, to let them know, that for 
feveral great caufes and confiderations, he had en- 
tirely refufed to comply with the marriage betwixt 
the Duke of Rolhfay and his daughter ; they re- 
paid all the money, amounting to 6000 merks, 
which he deburfed on that account. 

Having traced the Blue Blanket to the origen of 
the Croifade, from whence it undoubtedly had its 
rife, I cannot pafs over in filencethe honour put upon 
it by this monarch, who was the firfl thdt gave it 
the civil fan£tion, not thinking the above donatives 
D 
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a fufficient reward to the loyal crafts, confirmed 
to them all the privileges of the Blue Blanket , 
which they claimed by prefeription, or an imme- 
morial pofTeflion, and ordained it to be called in 
all time coming, The ftandard of the crafts with - 
in burgh : For that King, full of the fpirit that 
warms the blood of abfolute monarchs, highly 
refented the treatment Robert Cochran, mafon, by 
him created Earl of Mar, had met with by his 
fa£tious nobles, would needs confer this dignity 
upon the trades, in whom he placed his fpecial 
confidence. The trades thus honoured, renewed 
their banner ; or, to fpeak in the language of 
heralds, their enfign , by way of Pennon, and the 
Queen, with her own hands, painted upon it a 
Saltire, or St. Andrew’s Crcfs, a Thiftle, an Im- 
perial Crown, and an Hammer, with the follow- 
ing infeription : 

Fear God> and honour the King , 

With a long life and pro] permit reign f 
And we the trades fall ever pray. 

The crafts having now not only the crofs, but 
the crown on their enfign, were as firmly pertuad- 
ed of fuccefs in all their public a&ings, as Con- 
ftantine the Great, the firfi: Chriflian Emperor, 
in the year 306, cf defeating the tyrant Maxen- 
jf * 
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tius, when at noon day he faw a luminous crofs 
in the air, with thefe words in Greek, 

In hoc Signo vinces* 

The old nobility and gentry were exceedingly 
nettled at the proceedings of the King, to re- 
eftablifh his authority but in the judgment of 
wife and loyal men, very unjuftly > for, the foun- 
dation of all obedience to fuperiors, are rewards 
and punifhments, and royalty is an invention of 
Divine Wifdom, for the happinefs of fubje&sj 
and Kings, bfing common, fathers to their people, 
are to reward virtue wherever they find it ; it is 
their duty to do it, and the promife of the King 
of Kings, that they fliall do it : He will take their 
daughters , and make hem apothecaries , cooks and 
takers ; and he will take their fans , and appoint 
them to his chariot j, and to be his horfcmen > and 
he will make them captains over thonfmds . As the 
wrath of a King is like the roaring of a lion , fo in 
the light of his countenance is hfc> and his favour 
as the latter rain . 

As the crafts of Edinburgh, in the reign of 
his fucceffbrs, made a very grateful and prudent 
ufe of the Blue BUnket y with refpeO. to govern- 
ment, fo they never failed, with this ftandaid, to 
D 2 
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chaftife all, who in the lead infringed their rights 
and privileges, which King James VI. takes no- 
tice of in his Bafilicon Doron y or, Advice to his 
Son and apparent fucceflor Henry Prince of W ales, 
page 164. The craft [men think we Jhould be con* 
tent with their work , bow bad foever it be ; and if 
in any thing they be controled, up goes the Blue 
Blanket. 

As they flourifhed in the favours of their So- 
vereign King James III. fo did they in the reign 
of that courageous and pious Piince his fucceflor, 

King James IV. 

crowned at Edinburgh, 1489; who, for Angular 
a£ts of loyalty performed by the city of Edinburgh, 
by his charter of confirmation under the Great 
Seal, to the faid provoft, baillies, council, and 
communities of the faid burgh, ratified and con- 
firmed the two above charters granted by King 
James III. and charter granted by Sir Robert 
Logan of Reftalrig ; which charter of confirma- 
tion is dated, at Stirling, ‘the 9th day of March, 
^510. And, by another charter, difponed to 
them the lands and haven of Newhaven, with the 
haven, filver, and all other profits, duties, liber- 
ties and immunities pertaining thereto, dated at 
Stirling the faid 9th of March, 1510. Thus far 
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was the city of Edinburgh honoured and privi- 
leged in the reign of King James IV. and were 
no lefs fo during the government of his fon and 
fuccefior, 

King James the V. 

For during the wars betwixt him and the Earl of 
Northumberland, John Armftiong, chief of a 
gang of thieves, was enticed by the King a of- 
ficers, to have recourfe to the King, who had 
written a letter to him with his royal hand, to at- 
tend him at his palace of Holyrood- houle : lire 
King hearing a di£tin£t acconnt. of the crimes he 
was guilty of, ordained him to be committed to 
gaol, and fuller, with his accomplices, according* 
to law. This' notorious highwayman, with the 
afiidance of his followers, drew upon the King in 
his chamber of audience, who was with much 
difficulty, refeued by the courtiers and their 
attendants, and continued in their hoftili ties, 
deigning to have murdered every foul in the royal 
palace, till it was noifed in the city of Edinbuigh, 
that the King was in eminent danger of being cut 
of! by the hands of bloody ruffians : The crafts of 
the city rofe, and flew every one of the affaffins. 
The (lory is prefer ved in memory, not fo much by 
our hiflorians, who give but a faint account of it, 
as a ballad compiled by one of the greatest poets of 
that age. D 3 
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There dwelt a man in fair JVeflmorlanc % 

John Armflrong men did him call ; 

He h d neither lands nor rents coming in , 

Yet he kept eightfcore men in his hall , &c. 

The King he wrote an a letter then , 

A letter which was large and long \ 

He fign’d it with his own handy 
And he premis’d to do him no wrong . 

When tins letter came John him tilly 
His heart was as blyth as birds on a tree ; 

Never was Ifent for before any King , 

My father , my grandfather y nor none but mey Sec. 
By the morrow morning at ten of the clock , 
Toward Edinburgh gone was he ; 

And with him all his eightfcore of meny 
Good Lordy an it was a goodly fight to fee • 

When John came before the Kingy 
He fell down low upon his knee ; 

0 pardon, my Sovereign liege y he /aid, 

V pardon my eightfcore men and me. 

Thou Jhalt have no pardon thou traitor Strongy 
Nae for thy eightfcore men and thee ; 

For tomorrow morning by ten ef the clock , 

Bo'.k thou and them j hall hang on the gallow tree . 
Then John looked over his left fioulder ; 

Good Lord what a grievous look looked he t 
Saidy l have aficed grace at a gracelefs face* 

Why, there is nane for ye nor me. 

But John had a bright fw or d by Us fide 
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And it was made of metal fe free ; 

That had not the Kingjlept his foot a fide ^ 

He had fmitten his head from his fair bodie $ 

Saying, Fight on, my merry men all, 

And fee that none of you be tane ; 

For rather than men fhould fay we were hang’d, 
Let them report that we were flain. 

Cod vjotthe trades of Edinburgh rofe , 

And fore befet poor John round , 

That fourfcore and ten of JohnV left meuj 
Lay gafping all upon the ground^ ccc. 

Having traced the loyal aft/ons of the citi- 
zens, efpecially the crafts of Edinburgh, through 
the reigns of feveral Sovereigns, before I proceed 
to the reign of Queen Mary, I muft take notice 
of the pious donations of an eminent citizen of 
Edinburgh, Michael Maquhan, and his fpoufe, 
in favours of the Hammermen, (who dedicated 
and confecrated the Blue Blanket to St. Eloi’s 
altar, in St. Gile’s church) for founding of the 
Magdalen Chapel, where they now meet, which 
is contained in the following charter : 

4 T O all and fundry, to whors knowledge thlr 
4 prefents fall come, and be fecn, I Jonet Ryne, 
4 relift, executrix, and only intromifTatrix with ihe 
4 goods and gear of umquhil Michael M‘Quhan, 
* burgeis of Edinburg, wifliin peace in our Lord, 
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4 makes known by thir prefents, That when the 
1 faid Michael was greatly troubled with an heavy 
4 defeafe, and opprefled with age, zet mindful of 

* eternal life, he efleemed it ane good way to 
4 obtain eternal life, to ere£l forr.e Chriftian work, 
< for ever to remain and endure, he left feven 
4 hundered pound, to be employed for the fupple- 
4 ment of the edifice of the Magdalen chapell, and 

* to the other edifices for foundation of the chapel, 
4 and fudentation of feven poor men, who fhould 
4 continually there put furth their prayers to God 
4 Almighty ; for there was many others that had 
4 promifed to mortifye fome portion of their goods 
4 for perfeiting and abfolveing of the faid wark, 

4 but they failzied, and withdrew from fuch ane 
4 holly and religious work, and altogether refufed 
4 thereupon to confer the famen, Quhilk thing l 
4 taking heav ; ly, and pondering it in my heart, 

4 what in fuch ane dcficle bufinefs foukl be done \ 

4 at lad, I thought night and day upon the fulfill- 
4 ing of my hufband’s will, and took upon me the 
4 burden of the haiil wark, and added two thou* 

4 fand pound to the yoo L left be myhufband; 

4 And I did pur furth tlrefe foumes wholly, after 
4 his death, upon the edification of that chapel, 

4 ornaments thereof, and building of the edifice 
4 for the habitation of the chaplane, and feven 
4 poor men, and for buying of land, as well field 
c land, as burgh land, and yearly annualxents, for 
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the nourifhment, fuftentation, and clothing of 
them, as hereafter mair largely fet down There- 
fore wit ye mcy To the praife and honour of Al- 
mighty God, and of his mother the blifTed Vir- 
gine Mary, and of Mary Magdallen, and of the 
haill celeftial court, to have ere&ed and edified 
ane certain chapell and hofpital houfe, lyeing in 
the burgh of Edinburgh, upon the fouth fide of 
the King’s high ftreet, called the Cowgate, for 
habitation of the forefaid chaplain and poor, and 
that from the foundation thereof; and has dedi- 
cate the famen to the name of Mary Magdallen, 
and has foundit the faid chaplain, and feven 
poor, for to give furth their continual prayers un- 
to God for the falvation of the foul of our mo ft 
illuflrious Mary Queen of Scots, and for the fal- 
vation of my faid uipquhil hufband’s foul and 
mine : And alfo, for the falvation of the fouls of 
thofe that (hall put to their helping hand, or fall 
give any thing to this work : As alfo, for the 
patrons of the faid chapel : And alfo, for the 
fouls of all thofe of whom we have had any 
thing whilk we have not reftored, and for the 
whilk we have not given fatisfadlion *, to have 
given and granted, and by this my prefent char- 
ter in poor and perpetual alms, and to have con- 
firmed in mortification : As alfo, to give and 
grant, and by this prefent charter, gives in poor 
alms and mortification, to confirm to Almighty 
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God, with the blefled Virgin Mar y, the faid 
chapell and chapell houfe, for the fuftentation of 
ane fecular chaplain, and feven poor men, and 
for the chaplain, and four poor brethren, to have 
4 their yearly food, and perpetual fuftentation 

* within the fa-id hoipital, and for buying of their 
i habits every twa year once, I mortify thefe an- 

* nualrents under-written ; to wit, ane yearly an- 
4 nualrent of aughtfcore and aught merks money 
4 of Scotland, out of that annualrent of threefcore 
4 pounds yearly, to be uplifted and tane at twa 
4 terms yearly, Whitfunday and Martinmafs in 
4 Winter, be equal! portions, out of all and haill 

the barony of Carnwath miln, and pertinents 
ttivi vC», and the c«.ner two itieika 01 tne laid an - 
nualient of threefcore pound, to be applyed and 
ufed for my ufe, during jny lifetime *, arid after 
my deceafe, to the poor brethren under-written: 
As alfo, for the dyet and fuftentation of other 
three poor ones, and buying of their habites ilk 
twa year, after the deceafe of me the faid Jonet, 
refervingto me my liferent, during my lifetime, 
viz ihe forfaid annualrent of twa merks of the 
threefcore pounds yearly, to be uplifted out of the 
lands of Carnwath : as alfo, another yearly annu- 
alrent of twenty merks money of Scotland,yearly 
to be uplifted, as faid is, out of all and haill the 
lands pertaining to Kathrine Gillefpie and John 
Cockburn,her fpoufe, lyand in the burgh of Edin- 
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4 burgh, upon the fouth-fide of the high ftreet 
4 thereof, betwixt the trans of the vennel called 
4 Hair’s clofs, and the trans of the venue] called 
4 Borthwick’s clofs: As alfo, ane other yearly an- 
4 nualrent of ten merks, our of the tenement of 
4 umquhile Andrew Harly, lying upon the north 
4 part of the King’s high ftreet : And alfo, ane 
* other annualrent of twelve merks, out of the 
4 tenement of land pertaining to umquhile James 
4 Young : And alfo, another annualrent of thir- 
4 teen (hillings and fourpence, out of the tene- 
4 meat of land pertaining to Edward Thomfon, 

4 baxter, lying in the faid burgh in Peebles- wynd. 

4 Whilk chaplain and his fucceflbrs, (hall have for 
4 their yearly fuftentation twenty four merks 
4 money of Scotland, out of the forefaid yearly 
4 annualrent of aughtfeore and aught merks, dure* 

4 ing JonetRynd’s lifetime, and after her deceafe, 

4 out of all the forefaid yearly annualrents, to be. 
4 taken up be himfelf at Whitfunday, and Martin- 
4 mafs in Winter, every year in all time comeing, 

4 be equall portions. Whilk chaplain (hall have 
4 the care, government and adminiftration of the 
4 forefaid hofpitai, and of the forefaid poor bre- 
4 thren and all other poor brethren that (hall, in 
4 any time thereafter, be put thereintill, and (hall, 

‘ three times in the year, provide to them the ec- 
4 cleiiaO ical facramen't, providing they be found meet 
4 and apt fer receaveing thereof - s to wit, the feaft 
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of Pafch, Penteceft, and Nativity of our Lord Je- 
fusChrift. Whilkchaplane alie {hall fee, that in 
tbe forefaids feafts, and other convenient times, 
chiefly when they fhall be Tick of any heavie infir- 
mity, how the forefaid poor' fhall be worthylydif- 
pofed for receaveing of the facrament ; and for 
that efFe£L he {hall exhort them, and fhall chari- 
tably move them, and fhall hear their confefiions* 
And the faid chaplain fhall be obliged every fe- 
riat time of the week, if it be not ane feaft day, 
to make ane mefs of reft, with ane pfalm direct 
to the Lord* for the forefaid fouls. Neither 
{hall it be leifome to the faid chaplain to have 
any fubftitute under him, to feive in the faid 
hofpital for him, except in the time of infirmity 
and weaknefs allenerly *, to the whilk mefs the 
forefaid feven poor, and any others to be found 
thereintil to be prefent, and to interceed at God 
for the forefaid fouls, and he fall have ane care, 
that the forefaid poor (hall dilligently obferve the 
whole foundation and articles as is herein fett 
down And farder, We will and ordain, That 
the faid chaplane and his fucccflors for the time, 
at the firft term of their entry and ad million in 
the faid hofpital!, fhall find fufficiem caution to 
the patrons of the faid hofpital, for the well pre- 
fervation of all the jewells, ornaments, and -te- 
thers whatfomever, whilk'fall belong to the faid 
hofpital, to be delivered be them to the patrons 
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under an invent3r *, and that he {hall not fell, 
nor put away any of the faid ornaments, neither 
(hall it be leifume to the faid chaplane to embrace 
any other chaplanrie or ecdefiaftick office ; whilk. 
if he doe, his chaplanrie (hall vaik without any 
declarator of any judge, and it fhall be leifume 
to the patrons to confer the famen upon ane o- 
ther. And if he be found incontinent of his bo- 
dy, either be lunary, adultery, inceft, drunken- 
nefs, diflentions, or of any other nottor or mani- 
fed crimes, ?and found culpable by the patrones, 
or mod pairt of them, before ane nottor and 
faithful witnefles, {hall be three times admcnifht 
to delift frae them, and after ane full year ouN 
run, he be found incorrigible, it fhall be con- 
frrred be the patrons upon ane able chaplane. 
And farder, the faid chaplane, every year, once 
in the year, for the faid Michael and Jonet, fall 
make fuffrages, which is, I am pleafed, and di- 
rect me, O Lord, with ane mefs of red, be. 
ing naked, he cloathed me \ with two wax can' 
dies burning on the altar. To the whilk fuffra- 
ges and mefs, he fhall caufe ring the chapel bell 
the fpace of ane quarter of an hour, and that all 
the forefaid poor, and others that (hall be there- 
in till, fhall be prefent at the forefaid mefs with 
their habites, requeding all thefe that fhall come 
in to hear the faid mefs to pray for the faid fouls. 
E 
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4 And farder, every day of the blclTed Mary Mag- 
4 dallen, patron cf theforefaid hofpital, and the day 
e of the indulgence of the faid hofpital, and every 
4 other day of the year, the faid chaplaine (hall 
4 offer up all the oblations, and for every oblation 
4 fhall have twa wax candled, s upon the altar, and 
4 twa at the foot of the image of the patron in 
4 twa brazen candleff icks, and twa wax torches 
4 on the feaflof the nativity of our Saviour, Pafch, 
4 and Whitfunday, of the days of Mary Magdal- 
4 len, and of the days of the indulgences granted 
4 to the faid hofpital, and doubleingat other graet 
4 feafts, with twa wax candles alenerly. And 
4 likeways, he fall preferve the altar in the orna- 
4 ments thereof, and he fall preferve thejewells 
4 and ornaments of the faid altar clean and tight, 

4 and he fall be obliged and reftricled to furnifh 
4 bread, wine and wax to the faid hofpital, for the 
4 haill year. As alio, the faid chaplain (frail be 
4 obliged, at hisenny, before he be admitted to 
f the faid hofpital, to give his great c-ath, by touch- 
4 ing the facred Evangile, that he fhall neither 
4 dire&ly nor indirectly, by whatfomever pretence 
4 or colier, feek the derogation of this foundation, 

• in haill or in part, neither be himfelf nor be 
4 any other party ; neither fhall he have any dif- 
4 penfation or derogation from ony other the time 
6 of his admiflion : neither fhall he be put into 
4 the faid chaplanry be any ether, but fhall only 
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4 have his admiflion from the faids patrons to 
4 the effeft, that if he derogate any thing from 

* the faid hofpital, and fall not fulfil the haill ar- 
4 tides and claufes thereof, he fall be the fame pa- 
4 trons be removed, and another able chaplain put 
4 in his place. And alfo, We will and declare, 
4 that the forefaid feven poor men, and likewife 
4 any other of that kind tha: {hall be found it or 
4 put thereintil be any others, that they fhall give 
4 obedience to the faid chaplain, in all honed and 
4 lcifone things, as their undoubted and lawful 
4 mader of the faid hofpital; and that none be 

* admitted amongd the faid poor brethren of the 
4 faid hofpital, but fuch as are not manned, and 
4 not ftained with an concubine, or with any other 
4 notorious crime, and that none be admit- 
4 ted except he be pad, before his admiflion* three- 
4 fcore years, except they be impotent and mi- 
4 ferable perfons, who otherways are not able to 
4 get their daily bread. And that no woman, 
4 howfoever miferable or impotent, be any ways re- 
4 ceived or admitted in the faid hofpital and tba^ 
4 no woman dull frequent this houfe of hofpital 
4 at any time, and chiefly in the night time ; and 
4 that one of the feven poor men, weekly, in his own 
4 turn, fhall be janitor, who (ball open and fteik 
4 the gates thereof, and fhall make clean the faid 
^chapel and common houfe thereof every day* 
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4 ? 4 nd keep it honeft from all filth. And if it 

* chance that the faid janitor be Tick for the time, 

* that he canfrot do it, then ane other of the faid 
4 poor brethren, in his turn moft able and meet, 
‘ by the difcretion of the faid chaplain, fhall be 
4 appointed. And the faid janitor, every day 
‘ from Pafch to the feaft of St. Jude, from half 
4 fix in the morning, he fh all open the gates, and 

* clofe them again at aught hours at night 5 and 
4 the reft of the year he fhall open at feven hours 
4 in the morning, and dofe them again at feven 
4 at night, and ihali ring the bell of the faid cha- 
4 pel for the fpace of a quarter of an hour, im- 
4 mediately after the opening, and a little before 
4 the clofing : And that the feven poor, and every 
4 one of them, (hall immediately after ringing of 
4 the bell, repeat the Lord’s Prayer five times 
‘ and the Angelical Salutation fifty times, and 
4 the Belief of the apoftles once in the day ; and 
4 they fhall repeat the twa pfalms that are 
4 called the bleJJed Virgin's^ before compleating of 
4 their dinner, and refe&ion at twelve hours. 
4 And the dinner being done, the forefaid haill 
4 poor, within the faid hofpital for the time, fhall 
4 conveen before the great altar, and there, with 
4 their bowed knees, give five Pater Nzfters } fifty 

* Avc Maria's , and ane Creed , &c.” 
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The hofpital was founded by Michel M^Qiiban, 
Anno 1503* but the charter by the reli£\ An- 
no 1545. 

This chapel is adorned with the arms of the 
good town of Edinburgh, being argent, a caftle 
triple towered fable, marfhalled of the id, fur- 
mounted with thanes gules, fupported on the dex- 
ter by a virgin lady, on the finifter with a dcer 3 
and accolee : Behind the ihield the fword of ho- 
nour, and mace enfigned with an Imperial Crown y 
below in a compartment, Niji Dominus Frufra. 
Round this atchievement are the armorial enfigns 
of the following incorporations, according to their 
precedency. 

In the firft Oral.- 
f. Chirurckoxs; 

Az. on a fefs, ar. a naked man feffways pro- 
per, betwixt a dexter band palmed, and in its 
palm an eye proper, i filling from the chief. In 
the dexter canton a faltire ar under an Imperial 
Crown or, or proper, furmounted of a thiftle pro- 
per or vert, and in bafe a cattle ar. mafoned fab. 
a!l within a border or, charged with the feverai 
iuftruments fuitable to the fociety. 
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II. Goldsmiths. 

Quarterly gu. and az. on the i. a leopard s 
head or, 2d, a covered cup, and in chief 2 annu- 
lets or, 3 as 2, and 4 as 1. 

III. Skinners. 

Ermine on a chief gu. 3 Imperial Crowns or. 

IV. Furriers. 

Parted per fefs, gu. and ar. a pale counter- 
charged of the fame on the ift 3 goats of the 2d. 

V. Hammermen. 

Az. a hammer proper, enfigned with an Impe- 
rial Crown. 


VI. Wrights, 

Az. a fquare and compafs or. 

VII. Masons. 

Ar. on a cheveron betwixt 3 towers emba t tel- 
le d fab. a compafs or. 

VIII* Taylors. 

As. Sciffars expanded or. 
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IX. Baxters. 

Az. 3 Garbs or, from the chief waved, a hand 
ifluing, holding a pair of ballances extending to 
the bafe. 


X. Flesh f.rs. 

Ar. 2 flaughter axes proper faltjre-ways, accom- 
panied with 3 Cows heads couped fab. 2 in flank 
and i in bafe, and on a chief az. a boar’s head 
couped betwixt 2 garbs or. 

XT. CORDINERS. 

Az. their cutting knife in pale, and in chief, 
a ducal crown or. 

XII. Websters. 

Ar. on a chev. az. betwixt 3 leopards heads of 
the fame, holding in their mouths a fpool or fhut- 
tle of yarn or, as many rofes gu. 

XIII. Hatters and Waulkers. 

Parted per pale gu. and ar on the ift a chev. 
of the laft, betwixt two hatfiring bands in 
chief, and in bafe a thiftle or, on the fecond, a 
finifter hand palmed proper, erefted in pale be- 
twixt % hatftrings fab. and in chief a hat of the laft. 
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XIV. Bonn e tma k e rs andL i tsters. 

Ar. a fefs betwixt 2 bonnets az. or proper, 
tufted gu. impaied with or, a chev. gu, betwixt 
3 culhions az. 

And round the hammermens arms y in a fecond 
ova /, the enfigns of the following art .* 

XV* Blacksmiths* 

Az. a cbev. betwixt 3 hammers, each enfigned 
with ducal crowns or. 

XVI. Cutlers* 

Gu. 6 daggers placed faltire ways, 2 and 2, 
proper, handled or. 

XVH. Saddlers. 

Az. a chev. betwixt 3 faddles or. 

\ 

XVIII. Locksmiths. 

Az. a key impaled or. 

•XIX. Lorimers. 

Az. a cheveron betwixt 3 horfe-bridle bits ar. 

XX, Armorers. 

Arg t on a chev. gu. 4 fvrords faltire* ways, pro- 
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per, handled or, and on a chief of the fecond, 
2 helmets of the fame. 

XXI. Peutherers. 

Az, on a cheir. ar. betwixt 3 portculices or, as 
many thirties vert, and flowered gules. 

XXII. Shearsmi TH5. 

Gu. woolfhears impaled az. 

P laced above thefe arms are the imperial arms of 

Scotland, thus bhzoned> viz. 

Or, a lion ramp. gu. armed and languid az, 
within a double trefiure, flowered and counter- 
flowered, with Flower de LilTes ot the 2d, encir- 
cled with the order of Scotland, the fame being 
compofed of rue and thirties, jiaving the image 
of St Andrew, with his crofs on his breaft, above 
the fhield a helmet, anfwerable to his Majefly’s 
high quality and jurifdiftion, with a mantle or, 
doubled ermine, adorned with an imperial crown, 
beautified with crofles pattee, and Flower de Lilies* 
furmounted on the top, for his Majefty’s creft, with 
a lion fejeant, full faced, gu. crowned or, hold- 
ing in his dexter paw a naked fword proper, and 
in the finirter, a feepter, both erected pale ways, 
fupported by two unicorns argent, crowned with 
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imperial, and gorged with open crowns, to the laft 
chains affixed, puffing betwixt their fore legs, and 
reflexed over their backs or, he on the dexter im- 
bracing and bearing up a banner of cloth of gold, 
charged with the royal arms of Scotland ; on the 
finifter, another banner azure, charged with the 
St, Andrew’s crofs a r gent, both handing on a co- 
partment placed underneath, from which iffues 
two thihles, one towards each fide of the efcutch- 
eon and for motto in an efcrol above all, in de- 
fence ; under the table of the copartment, hem* ' 
me impune lacejjet . 

Tke hammermen’s feal, is the effigies of St. 
Eloi in his apoftolical veftments proper, ftan-ding 
in a church porch, a porch adorned with five pyra- 
mid fieeples engraven, each furmounted with a 
plain crois, holding in his dexter a hammer bar- 
ways, and in the finifier a key bend-ways. Round 
the effigies, are thefe words, Sigil/um commune 
Artis Tudiatcrum. 

Th?. above fundamental charter, in favours of 
the Magdalen hofpital, is fwelled with the popifh 
do&rine of merit, and gives us a true reprefenta- 
tion of the chicanery of Romifii priefts, who, to 
fill their coffers, and make their kitchen fmoak, 
fet heaven itfelf to fale. The avarice of church- 
men, in thefe dark times, as the burned fir George 
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M'Kenzie in his printed pleadings obferves, was 
fo extravagant, that the legiflature in Germany, 
Denmark, and other countries, taxed the Quotas 
of pious donations, left the people, decoyed by 
their priefts to purchafe heaven, lhould have ftar* 
ved themfelves upon earth. 

As the hammermen have St. Eloi and St, Mary 
Magdalen for their guardians*, fo the Chiiurgeons 
have St. Mungo, which appears by their feal cf 
caufe, a copy of which follows: 

4 TILL all and fundry whas knawledge thir 
4 prefent letters (hall com, the provoft, bailies, 
4 and council of the burgh of Edinburgh, greeting 
4 in God everlafting, wit your univerhtys that 
4 the day of the date of thefe prefents, compelled 
4 before Us fittaind in judgement in the Folbuith 
4 of the faid burgh, the kirk mafter *, and bl ether 
4 of the furgeons and baibaris within the fame, 
4 and prefented to us their bill and fupplication, 

4 defiling us, for the loving of God, honor of our 
4 foveraign lord, and all his leidges, and for wor* 

4 fliipe and policy of this burgh, *11 for the guid 
4 rule and order to be had and made among ft the 
4 faids crafrs in tynie to come, that we wauld grant, 

4 and confent to them the priviledges, ruls and 


* Deacon, or chief mafter of the incerporatioif. 
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i ftatuts contained in the faid bill and fupplication, 
1 qlk after follows; 

*■ TO you my lord provoft, baillies, and worthy 
c council of this guid toune, right humblie means 
c and fhaws. your dayly fervitors the kirk matter 
‘ and brether of the furgeons and barbars within 

* this brughe, that where we believe it is weall 
i knawne till all yor wifdoms, how that we uphald 
( an altar fituate within the colledge kirk of St. 

< Giles, in the honour of God and St. Mungo our 

* patrone, and has nae importance to uphauld the 
f fame, but our fober oukleye penny and upfets, 

* qulks are fmall in effe£l till futtance and uphald 
« our faid altar in all neceffary things convenient 

< thereto. And becaufe we ar, and ever wes of 

* guid mynd to do this guid toune all the ttede 
« pleafure and fervice that we cane or may, baith 
% in walking, warding, ttenting, and bearing of 

* all portable charges within this brugh at all tyms, 
1 as other nightbours and crafts does within the 
f fame. We defire at your lordfhips and wifdoms, 
i till give and grant till us, and our fuccettbrs, the 
i rules, ttatut c and priviledges underwritten, qhilk 

< ar confonant to reafon, honor to our foveraign 
4 lord, and all his leidges profit, and love to this 
t guid town. 

1 In the firft, That we might haue yearly chofne 
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4 amongfl us, our kirk mailer and over man, to 
« whom the haill brethren of the crafts forefaids 
4 fhall obey for that year. 

4 ido. Item , That nae maner of perfon occupy 
4 nor ufe any poynts of our faid crafts of furgery, 

4 or barber craft, within this brugh, but gif he 
1 be firft frie man and burges of the famcn, and 

* that he be worthy and expert in all the poynts 

* belongand to the faids crafts, diligently and a- 
4 vifedly examined, amd admitted by the mailers 
4 of the faid crafte, for the honorable ferving of 
4 our faid fovereign lord, his lieges, and night- 
4 bours of this brugh : And alfe, that every man 

* that is to be made frie man among us, be exa- 
4 mined and provit in thir points following ; that 
4 is to fay, that 

4 He knaw anatomia, natur and complexion of 
4 every member of humans body ; and lykwife 
4 that he knaw all the veins of the famen, that he 

* may maik phlebothomia in due tyme, and alfe 
4 that. And alfe, That he knaw in quhilk mem* 

* ber the fign hes domination for the tyme ; for e- 
4 ver ilk man aught to knaw the natur and fub- 
4 fiance of every thing he wirks, or elfe he's ne* 
4 gligent; and that we may bane anes in the year 
4 ane condempait man after he be dead, to maik 

F 
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* anatamla of wherthrow we may haue experience 
4 ilk ane to inftru£t others, and we fliall do futfer- 
4 age for the faul. 

4 3 to, And that nae barbar maRer nor fervant 
4 within this burgh, hant, ufe nor exerce the craft 
4 of furgery, without he be expeit, and knavv per- 
4 fe£fly the things aboue written ; and quhat per- 
4 fons that (hall happen to be admitted frie men or 
4 maRers to the faids crafts, or occupys any part of 
4 the fame fiiall pay at his entrie for his upfer, five 
4 pounds ufual money of Scotland, to the repara- 
4 tion and uphalding of oui faid altar of St. 
4 Mungo, for divyne fervice to be done thereat, 
4 with a dinner to the mafiers of the faids crafts 
4 at his admiRion and entrefs amangft us ; except* 
4 and that every frie man maRer of the faid crafts* 
4 one of his lawful gottne fons to be frie of any 
4 money peying, except the dinner to be made-to 
4 the maRers, after he be examined and admitted 
4 by them, as faid is. 

4 4 to<t Item That nae maRer of the faids crafts 
4 fnall taik any apprentice or lied man in tyme 
4 coming, till ufe the furgeon craft, without he 
4 can baith wrist and reude.~ 

4 And the faid mafterof any of the faids crafts 
4 that talks any printice fliall pay at his entrie to 
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4 the reparation of the faid altar, twenty (hillings, 
4 and that nae mafter of the faids crafts, recept or 

* receive any other matters prentice, or fervant, 
4 quhillt the iflue of his tearms be runne, and 
4 wha that does in the contrair thereof, as aftan a s 
4 he faills, (hall pay twenty (hillings to the repa- 
4 ration of the faid altar, but favours. 

4 5 iQ y Item , Every mafter that is received frie 
4 man to the faids crafts, (hall pay his oukly pen- 
4 ny with the priefts myte, as he (hall happen to 
4 come about, and every fervand that is a fied man, 

* to the matters of the faids crafts, fhall pay ilk 
4 ouk ane half penny to the faid altar, and repara- 
4 lions thereof; and that we haue power till choyfe 
4 a chaplaine till do divyn ferviee dayly at aur faid 
4 altar at all tymes, when the fame (hould vvawyik 
4 '[be vacant ], and till choyce an officer till pafs 
4 with us for the engathering of our quarter pay- 
4 ments, and oukly pennys, and to pafs before us 
4 on corpus [ Chrijii ] XI day, and the otteus [oft a* 
4 vets'] thereof, and all other general proceffion3 
4 and gatherings, fiklyk, as other crafts hes. with- 
4 in this brugh, and chat ane of the matters of the 
4 forefaids crafts, with the chaplain and officer of 
4 the fame, pafs at all tyms needful lift and raife 
4 the faid quarter payments frae every perfon that 
4 awe the fame ; and gif any difobeys, that we 

F z 
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1 may poynd and diftrenzie therefor all tyms, 

* hauing an officer of the town with us. 

* 6to y Item, That nae perfon nor frie man of 

* the faids crafts, purchace any lordfliips in con. 

* trair the rules and flatutes above* written, in 
« hendring or fkaithing of the crafts forfaid, or 
« common weall thereof, under the pain of tinfel 
« [< lojing ] of their freedom*. 

4 7 mo, Itcm> That all the mailers, frie men and 
« brether of the faids crafts readily obey, and 
€ come to their kirk mailer, or deacon, at all tyms, 
4 quhen they (hall be required thereto by the faid 
1 officer, for till hear quarter compts, or till avife 
« for any thing concerning the common weall of 
i the faids crafts ; and wha that difobeys, {hall pay 
i 20 s. to the reparation of the faid altar; and that 
4 nae perfons, man nor woman within this brugb, 
4 maik nor fell any aquavitne within the farnen, ex- 
4 c<pt the faid trailers, brether, and frie men 
< of the faid crafts, under the pain of efeheat of 

* the famen, but favours. Befeeking 

€ Heirfor your lordfliips and wifdoms, at the 
i reverence of God, that ye will avyze with thir 
i our Ample defyrs, ruls, flatuts and priviledges 
4 above -writtne, and grant us the fame ratil’yd and 

* approven by yow, under yor comon feall of caufe; 
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t and with the grace, we (hall do fik fervice and 
« pleafur to the king’s grace, and the good, that 
4 ye (hall be contemn thereof *, and yor deliver- 
4 ance heiruntil humbly I bcfeek, 

* THE quhilk bill of ^application, with the 
4 rul, ftatuts and priviledges contind therin till , 

* beand read before us in judgment ; and we 
4 therewith beand riplie and diftinttly adyfed, 
4 thinks the fame comonant to re?. fon, and nae 

* hurt to our fovereign loi d’s hynes, us, nor nan 
4 other of his kidges, thcrintill ; And therefor 

* we ccnfent and grant the famen to the forfaids 
4 crafts of furgenaiy and barbars, and to their fuc- 
« cello rs,. And in fuae far as we may, and hes 

* pouer, confirms, ratifys and approves the faids 
4 ftatuts, ruls, and priviledges in all poynts.and 
4 artikls contind in the faid fup- plication- above- 
4 writtne. And this to all and fundry quhom it 
4 efFeirs, or may efFeir, we rnaik knawne by thir 
4 our letters; and for the mail* verification and 
4 ftreanth of the famen, wc haw too Imogen our 
4 comon feall of caufe.’ At Edinburght fft July, 
the zear of God, 1505. 

Thr feal of the good town is appended with 
this infcrjption round it. 

Sigil'um biirgi de EJr. ad caufus . 

E3- 
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The crafts, who behaved fo loyally before they 
were incorporate, and formed into focieties, con- 
tinued to flout i fh in their fovereign’s favours, and 
were warmed with beams from the throne •, a flgnal 
inftance of their fidelity to King James V. I can- 
not mifs to relate. The crown being debitor to the 
town of Edinburgh in vafl fums, for which (he 
had not only the fecurity of the government, but 
the perfonal obligations of the; monarch ; weatied # 
%vith difappointments, and the merchants murmur- 
ing for want of payment from the town, to whom 
they had given confiderable loans, for the behoof 
of the publick ; the nlagiltrates, and merchants in 
concert, raifed a mob, and gave dire£tions to the 
ring-leaders, what, and how far to aft, to infult 
the King as he was palling the flreets to the parli- 
ament houfe ; who, after a feuffle with his guards, 
violently feized upon his facred Majefty, and 
thruft him within the walls of their common gaol : 
Some of his Majcfty’s retinue having alarmed the 
deacons of crafts with what had happened, the 
trades inftantly conveened, and uuanimoufiy a- 
greed, that their enfign fhould be difplayed, for 
eonvocating the lieges, to refeue their captive mon- 
arch which was accordingly done, and foon pro- 
cured him to be liberate, and fafely conveyed to his 
royal palace of Holyrcod-houfe. The magif- 
Irates, who had hounded out the mob, dreading 
the confecjusnce of their traitorous actings, and 
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knowing the weak fide of Cuthbert the deacon 
conveener, who headed the trades, bribed him by 
a lufty purfe of Gold, to betray his truft. 

The King next morning fent for Cuthbert, 
(whom he called his faithful general) and told him, 
he had a grateful remembrance of the loyalty and 
valour of his faithful fubje&6 the trades of Edin- 
burgh, and was refolved to confer fome remarkable 
token of favour upon them. 

Cuthb ART, well inftru&ed by the magiftracy 
and merchant council how to behave, anfwered, 

MAY it p r eafe your excellent majefty, we your 
obliged and devoted fervants the trades cf Edin- 
burgh, did nothing but what was our bounden duty • 
But fine e your Majefty is gracmtfy pleajed not -only 
to remember , but reward our dutiful behaviour , I 
prefume y in name of my brethren y to befeeeh your 
facred majefty, to make your mqft faithjul and loy- 
al fervants the trades of Edinburgh, in all time 
coming , free of that toilfome affair of being magi* 
ftrates of the burgh y and let the difoyal merchants 
be henceforth loaded with the office. 

The King furprized with the fupplication, gave 
a fmile, and faid, Cuthbert, It fjiall be done. 
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The man’s treachery was # foon blown about, to 
the amazement of the incorporations, who found, 
that their Ioyaly, which they juftly expected would 
have advanced their i mere ft, as it did their honour, 
had turned to their real detriment: And therefore 
they applied to the courtiers, to reprefen t to his 
majefty,how villanioufly they had had been betray- 
ed As foon as the King was informed, he com- 
manded the crafts to lay their demands before him, 
v/hicn they accordingly did in a fhort memorial, 
craving his majefty would be pleafed to confirm all 
their ancient privileges of the Blue Blanket. His 
Majefty gracioufly received their petition ; and not 
only granted their requeft, corroborating all for- 
mer grants, and privileges oy immemorial poff: (li- 
on : but conCderably enlarged its authority, decla- 
ring, that whenever they difplayed their enfign of 
the Blue Blanket , either in defence of the crown,, 
or crafts, all crafifmen in Scotland, and foldiers 
in the King’s pay, who had been educate in a trade, 
fnould repair to that ftandard, and fight under the 
command of their general. Thus did that excel* 
lent monarch reward loyalty, and the treacherous 
conveener was murdered at the North Loch, near 
a well, yet known by the name of Cuthbert’s well, 

Thi S was certainly the higheft honour the King 
could put upon the crafts : for a ftandard hath been 
dleemed fo in all ages. Hence the feripture ex^ 
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prefles the ftrength and power of the Church by a 
ftandard, Cant . vi. 4. Thou art beautiful , £ my 
<zx Tirzah , comely as Jerufalem , terrible as 
cm army with banners , and the love and favour 
of God, Cant ii. 4. He brought me into the ban m 
quoting houfe y and his banner over me was love • 
Cant. v. 10. According to the Hebrew text, 
My beloved is the ftandard- bearer among ten 
thoufand ; which our tranflators very, defectively 
render, The chief among 'i ten thoufand. And the 
antiquity and honour of the ftandard is more plain- 
ly exprefled in the book of numbers, ii. 2, &c. 
Every man of the tribe of Ifrael (hail pitch by his 
own ftandard , with the enfign of their father's 
houfey far off , about the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation Jhall they pitchy and on the eeft ft ley toward 
the rifing of the fun Jhall they of the Jlandard of 
the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies , 
and N.iajbon , the fon of Amminadaby Jhall be cap- 
tain of the children of Judah. On the weft ftde 
Jhall be the ftandard of the camp of Ephraim y ac- 
cording to their armieSy and the captain of the forts 
of Ephraim Jhall be Elijhama 9 the Jon of Ammihud 
The Jlandard of the camp of Dan Jhall be on the 
north ftdcy by their armieSy See, 

As the Almighty has compared the power of 
his Church to, and honoured his faints with, a 
ftandard; fo hath it been the cuftom in all ages 
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of the world, for generous princes, in rewarding 
valour and noble achievements, to confer a flan- 
dard, as Guillim in his difplay of heraldry obferves, 
Hungus, King of Pi£ts, gave to his wariors an 
enfign, bearing the figure of a crofs, in the fafliion 
of a faltire. Philip King of France (or as Favin 
would have it) Baldwin the fir ft. King of Jerufa- 
falem, gave to his followers an enfign, with two 
red crofies united unto one ; and to the Chriftian 
merchants of Naples, who fought againft the Sa- 
racens for the Chriftian religion, whom he made 
knights of Rhodes, now of Malta, a whit£ crofs* 
to be worn on their left fhoulder. Reme duke of 
Anjou, King of Jerufalem and Sicily, gave to his 
warriors an enfign of crimfon velvet, with a gold- 
en crefcent, and enamelled red, becaufe they had 
been long dyed in blood* Arthur King of the 
Britains (as Seger lemarks) founder of the orde r 
of the round table, inftitute the fraternity of the 
knights of the table, in token of brotherly love, 
gave them a round table, which yet hangs in their 
caflle : And to give no more in fiances, Sir John 
Smith got from King Charles I. the royal ftandard 
which he carried off at the battle of Edgehill, and 
was knighted under it. 

Since Kings in all ages have beftowed the en- 
fign upon well-deferving perfons, we need not 
wonder that the Kings of Scotland, to whofe blood 
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generofity is congenial, bellowed this ftandard of 
the Blue Blanket upon tradefmen, * who rendered 
themfelves noble by their adions, As Diogenes 
fays, 4 Noblenefs of blood is a cloak of floth , and 
4 a vizard of cowardice ; but immortal is their 
4 fame upon whom princes confer honours, accord- 
4 ing to their deferts, for defending the holy 
4 Church, King or country.* Artfl what reafon 
can be affigned why tradefmen fhould not be ad- 
vanced as well as others, fince the greatefi: princes 
011 earth have "been artifts. Henry Peocham tells, 
that Solyman the Magnificent, his trade was mak- 
ing of arrows. In Venice every artificer is a 
magnifico. In the low countries, mechanicks are 
declared gentlemen, by a grant from King Charles 
V, in confideration of their fiervices, during his 
wars. And to all thofe who contemn mechanicks, 
v^ho raile themfelves by their valour, I mud give 
* the memorable anfwer of Verduge a Spaniard, 
and a general in Friezland, to fome perfons of 
quality, who refented his taking the head cf the 
table at a publick entertainment. 4 Gentlemen, 
queftion not my birth, (though I be the fonof. a 
4 hangman) for I am the fon of my own defert and 
4 fortune. If any man do as much as I have done, 
< let him take the table head with all my heart/ 

Thus far have I traced the loyalty of the crafts 
of Edinburgh, and Hi all now proceed to the reign of 
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Mary Queen of SCOTS, 

during whofe minority, a controverfy being be- 
twixt the magiftrates of Edinburgh and the dea- 
cons of crafts, for breaking in upon the legal pri- | 
vileges of the incorporations ; which fo inflamed 
the deacons of the trades with^a keen refentment, 
that in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, where the 
courts of juftice then fat, they drew their (words, 
demanding juftice ; and if they had not been re- 
drained by the King’s forces then in the city, whom 
the magiftrates called to their afliftance, they had 
been killed on the bench. 

Bting thus relieved, they committed the af- 
faftins, as they termed them, prifoners to the caftle 
of Edinburgh, where they remained in clofe con- 
finement, till the feveral incorporations having met t 
in the abfence of their deacons, and concluded to 
relieve them, after the never failing method of 
difplaying the Blue Blanket , which they did, and 
thereby convocated thoufands of the King s lieges 
in a very few hours* 

Tkk extraordinary concourfe of people alarmed 
the government fo, that the King’s privy council 
met upon the extraordinary emergent, and refolved, 
that the eail of Arran fliould interpofe his royal 
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authority, and flop procedure of the lords of jufti- \ 
ciary, before whom was a criminal procefs intent* 
ed at the inftance of the faids magiftrates of Edin- 
burgh, againft the deacons of crafts, and to im- 
portune the differences betwixt them to be fubmit- 
ted to him. The wife regent complied with the 
advice, and publifhed the following edict. 

Gubrrnator, 

1 JUSTICE andjuftice clerk, and zour de- 
4 put is. We greit zowweille, FORS AEMEIKLE-- 
4 AS, William Smeberd, Robert Hutchiefoune, 
i James Forrer, Thomas Schort, Archbald Dew- j 

* ar, Andro Edgar, George Ritchardfone, Thom- 
4 as Ramfay, James Downwieke, William Purdie, 

4 William Quhite, being in warde, within the 
4 caftle of Edinburgh, for alleaged drawing of 

* quhinzearis in the tolbuith of Edinburgh, in 
i c prefence of the provoft and baillies thairof, the 

4 xi day of Auguft inftant, and furth-bringing 
< of the Blew Banner of the Blew Blanketlm our 

* prefence, callit, The Hally Guiff , has foundin 
4 furctie to underiye the law for the famyne, and 
4 for all otheris crymes that can be impute to them 

* the x. day of October nixt to cum, as the a£t of 

* adjournal maid thairupon heirs : Howbeit, as 
4 we are informit, the faidis perfonis are innocent 
4 of the faids alleagit crimis. OUR WIJ^L IS 

G 


7 6 An Hijl orient Account 

4 HEIR-FORE, and for certain uthiris reafonable 

* caufes and confiderationis moveing us, we charge 
4 zow ftrictly and commandis, that incontinent,, 
*- efter the ficht hereof, ze defift and feifs frae all 
4 preceeaing agains the faids perfons, or ony o- 
4 thiris craftifmen of the faids burgh, for the 

* faidis allegett crymes, till the day above written ; 
4 or for ony otheris Crimes, a£lionis, tranfgreffio- 

* on is, crymis, or offencefs quhatfomever, comit- 
4 it or done be thame, of ony of thame in ony 
4 time bygane unto the day of the date hereof y 
4 but continowe the famyn to the third day of the 
4 air. Difchargcing zow othirv/ayes theirof, and 

* of'zour offices in that parte in the mene tymc.be 
4 tfcr prefentis, notwithftanding ony writtingis 
4 gevin, or to be givene in the contraire* or ony 

* pains contenit therein, as ze will anfwer to us 
< theirupon Subfcrivit with our hand, and ge- 
4 vine under our fig net at Haly-rude houfe, the 
4 fir ft day of September, the zeir of God one 
Hfh'oufdid five hundred and forty three zeirs. 

' JAMIS G. 

* y ' i • * *f » 

Thus, the crafts defended the rights and liber-’ 
tlesiof the Blanket to the expofing of their lives j> 
for they could nor bruik the unjuft proceedings ofi 
the magiftrxtes, and therefore determined- to keep 
them intire, which they had obtained by an infi- 
nite multitude of great actions. 
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I mu ft here take occafion to remove 2 common 
objection againft the authority of the Blqe Blanket 9 
that it never had any legal privileges : Fqr, had 
•not the regent known, that the crafts were war- 
ranted to di-lplay their colours when the privileges 
of their incorporations were violate, he would 
ilrely have done jultice to the magiUrates, in pu- 
ni filing rhefe crafts as a feditious rabble, and with tlie 
.powei of the (Queen's forces, reduced them to o- 
beJience, efpecially the deacons, by whole autho- 
rity the iiegc£ were convocate,. who were prifoners 

within the King’s garrifon : But it is, remarkable, 
00 , r * * . i. 

though the banner was difplayed in his own pre- 
fence, as his edi£f relates, he did not putiifh them 
for a trefpafs again ft law, but was forced to have a 
recourfe to policy, , to (top the elTufion of Chriftiarr 
blood, by interpelling rhe judges of Justiciary from 
proceeding againft them lor their riot, in a Fault- 
ing the magiftracy in their court of jultice with 
weapons*, lor doing of which they were certainly 
culpable, and therefore he obliged them to find 
bait! as to that. We muft undoubtedly conclude, 
they juftified their aflings in difplaying the Bl&n - 
hit, otherwife there had certainly been a law enac- 
ted, prohibiting them from that practice for the 
future, under the pain of high treafon. 

Though the crafts and other citizens of Edin- 
Gz. 


7 8 An Hijlorical Account 

burgh made a bold ftand for the glorious reforma- 
tion, (which was carried on in the reign of this 
beautiful* learned, but unfortunate lady, Queen 
Mary, whatenacioufly adhered to the intereft of the 
Pvomifh church) in a more tumultuary way than in 
England, and other reformed countries: Yet had 
they a juft fenfe of their obedience to Caefar, and ac- 
ted under the influence of that Chriftian maxim ** 
« That it is the duty of the people to pray for magi- 

* ftrates, to honour their perfons, pay them tribute, 
€ obeytheit lawful commands, to be fubjeft to their 
c authority for conscience fake ; and that infidelity 
( and difference in religion doth not make void the 
‘ magiftrates juft and legal right, nor free thepeople 

* from due obedience to them** So that their ac- 
tions, during this reign, when turbulent factions 
were bandying one another, (bowed a venerable 
decorum . And the Queen was fenfible of 
their loyalty, as is evident from the preamble of a 
charter granted by her, and Henry her hufband, 
under her great feal, to the provoft, council, and 
communities of the faid burgh, and their fuccef* 
lbrs, ‘ Of all and haill the fuperiority of the vil- 

* lage of Leith, with the pertinents and fuperiori- 
i ty of the inhabitants and indwellers of the fa men, 
c as of the houfes, tenements, annualrents, links, 
1 orchards, profits, duties, fervices, tenants, ten- 

* Weftminiler Conftflion of Faith, chap, 23. feet 4, 
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.5 andries, fervices of free tenants, & c.* iVs is at 
mo'e length ex)reft in the faid infeofF nent, dated 
the 4th day of October 1 565, and the rft ,and 23d 
years of their reign. Which fuperionty of Leith, 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh, by a letter of rever- 
fien, difponed back to the faid Q^een Mary, under 
reverfion of ten thoufand merks ufual money of 
Scotland. This fuperiority of Leith was thereaf- 
ter, by her fon and fuccefibr King James VI. 
afiigned to his beloved counfeller Sir John Mait- 
land of Thirleflon his chancellor and fecre.taiy, his 
heirs and adignies, dated the 7th of July 1587,^' 
tified and appioven by the dates of parliament the 
29th day of the month and year forefaid ; which 
reverlion, is renounced by John Lord Thirleftbn, 
fon and heir to the faid Sirjohn Maitland, with ad- 
vice and confent of Sir John Cockburn of Chrk- 
ingtoun his tutor teftamtntor, in favours of the 
provoft, bailies, council, deacons of crafts, and 
community of the faid burgh of Edinburgh, 'as is 
at length contained in th® (aids letters of renunci- 
ation, of the date the 28th of December 
and ratified by the laid John Lord Tliiileftoun, to 
the faids provolh, babies, council, deacons of 
crafts, and community of the faidTurgh, the 24th 
of November 1614. 

The loyal crafts of Edinburgh gave furprifing 
evidences of their loyalty to their King, and <n?<ti* 
G3 
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tade for the privileges of the Blue Blanket , during 
the long and peaceful reign of the firft proteftant 
King of Scotland, (who with learning and elo- 
quence defended the reformation againft cardinal 
Hubert Bellarmine, one of the ftouteft pillars of 
the B.omi{h hierarchy, and (bowed how well he 
merited the royal title, defender of the faith.) 

Bur before I proceed to this reign, I muft re- 
late two remai kable paflages relating to the crafts, 
tv Inch I had almoft omitted. 

When faftion and tumult pofTefled an abfolute 
and unlimited fway, during this Queen’s reign, 
the loyalty of the crafts was not at ail diminifhed: 
for when the Queen had recourfe to arms, to op- 
pofe the Earl of Murray and his aiTociates, who, 
under pretence of bringing the Earl of Bothwel, 
her hufband, to a fair trial, as acceflary to the 
late King Henry’s murder, had. Anno 1567, 
raifed an army againft her, and made her prifoner 
at Carberry-hill ; (lie was brought to Edinburgh •, 
where, in (lead of allowing her the ufe of her 
palace, (he was fhut up in the provoft’s houfe. 
As (he entered the city, covered with tears and 
duft, and in a garb far below her birth and merit, 
and infulted by the mob, who cried, Burn the 
whore : # burn the parricide . This (lie bore wirh 

* Crawford’s Memoirs^ p. 38. -^nd Melvill’s Me- 
moirs, p. 84* 
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fortitude of mind becoming a Chriftian, and a 
Queen *, but next morning, when fhe opened the 
windows, and beheld not only ftrong guards placed 
before the entry to the houfe, but a banner dif- 
played on the flreet, on which was painted her 
dead hufband, King Henry, beneath the (hade of 
a tree, with the young prince by his fide, and the 
motto, Judge and revenge my cauje , 0 LORD , 
(lie burft into tears, and complained againtf the 
affronts {he received begging the people to com- 
paflionate her, now become a captive. The honeft 
craft?, joined with other loyal citizens, pierced 
with pity to fee their fovereign thus ufed, and their 
enfign difplayed, where the enfi gn of the Blue Blan - 
ket ufed to be ere&ed in the caufe of loyalty, 
crowded to tfie place, and compelled the confpi- 
rators to reftore her to the palace of Holy-rood- 
houfc, 

I must indeed, as a faithful hilloriographer, 
relate that, Anno 1571, when the aiTociators againft 
the Queen held a parliament in the Canongate^ 
the city of Edinburgh being poflefled by the loyal- 
ill troops, the c.\.fts, who believed their religion 
to be in eminent danger, difplayed the Blue Blan • 
ket (which, in ancient times, they were in ufe to 
do for the defence of religion) at the town of 
Leith, as Mr Crawford, Hilloriographer to Queen 
Anne, relates it, in his memoirs of the affairs of 
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Scotland, during the reign of Queen Mary, p. 
2 to. ‘ The citizens, who either liked not the 
4 Queen, or the new magiftrates, went off in an 
4 intire body to Leith, and fet up their own flan- 
« dard •, upon which was written, in gniaen let - 
4 ters, For God and the King ; and van qui died the 
4 loyalifts.* 

I now proceed to the reNjn of King James 
VI. of Scotland, and I. of England. 

The city of Edinburgh gave the higheft tefti- 
nionie^ of their love and loyalty to their infant fo- 
vereign that they were capable of, and oppofed the 
earl of Morton regenr, who ruled the road, and 
over awed the young King’s inclinations to mercy. 
Morton, to gain the affections of the .citizens of 
Edinburgh, Anno 1579, caufed fummon a parli- 
ament to meet at Edinburgh, and the King to 
leave Stirling, where formerly parliaments were 
held When his Majeffy, upon his journey to 
the capital city, came near the Weff port, he a- 
lighted from his horfe, and a {lately canopy of 
purple coloured velvet being he! «• :>ver his head, he 
received the magiiirates of the city, who came 
bare headed ail the way without the gate ; within 
the gate flood Solomon, with a numerous train in 
Jewifli habits, with the two women contending 
for the child, as is recorded, 1 Kings iii. 
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As his Majefty afcended the WefLbow, there 
hung down from the arch of the old p®rt a large 
globe of poliflied brafs, out of which a little boy f 
cloathed like a Cupid, defcended in a machine, 
and prefented him with the keys of the city all 
made of maify filver, and very artificially wrought; 
an excellent concert of mufic all the while accom* 
panying the a&ion. 

When he came down the high ftreet as far as 
the tolbooth, Peace, Plenty, and Jullice met him, 
and harangued him in Greek, Latin, and Scottifh 
languages. Oppofite to the great Church flood 
Religion, who addrefled him in the Hebrew 
tongue: upon which he was pleafed to enter the 
Church, where Mr. Lawfon, a Prelbyterian di- 
vine, made a learned difcourfe in behalf of thefe 
of the reformed religion. 

When his Majefty came out, Bacchus fat 
mounted on a gilded hogfhead at the market crofs, 
diftributing wine in large bumpers, the trumpets 
all the while founding, and the people crying, 
Cod fave the King . At the eaft gate was ere&ed 
his Majefty’s nativity, and above that, the genea- 
logies of all the Scots Kings, from Fergus I* 
All the windows were hung with pictures and rich 
tapeliry* the ftreets ftrowed with flowers, and the 
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cannon firing from the caftle, till his Majefty 
reached his palace. 

* • 

Notwithstanding all this pomp and cere- 
mony, which exprefied the love and reverence 
both clergy and laity bore to his faCi-ed Majefly, 
there was a fud den change of all airs. For, 

Prese yteri an government was eflablifhed in 
the church of Scotland, Anno, 1592, f which, 
it is probable, the wife King would not have al* I 
tered, had not the Englifh clergy influenced him to 
admit thoughts of refloring Epifccpat:y ; which the 
Scots clergy perceiving, drove to oppofe his pur- 
pose, and flrengthen their own intreiE New de- 
bates arifing grew to that high?* that in the year 
1596, fome noblemen, barons, and milliners be- 
ing aiTembied at Edinburgh, and perceiving, 
that the procefs laid again ft Mr. David Black, who 
was profecute before the privy council for feditious 
fermons, as then termed, and Birring up the peo- 
ple againft their Sovereign, wronged the privileges 
of tbeir ecch Gallic difeipline ; and withal, being 
difpleafed at the clemency fhown to, the Popifh 
Lords, were filled with refentment. 

The King having diflblved the commiflion of 
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the General Affembly by bis royal proclamation *, 
declaring it an unlawful convocation. The com* 
million refolved, 1 That fince they were conveened 
* by Christ’s warrant to fee into the good of the 
i church, Et ne quid Ecclefia detrimenti caper ct , 
c they (hould continue and fent fome of their 
number to the Otlavians, (that was the title com- 
monly given to the eight counfellors that were 
truded with the King’s affairs) to advertife them of 
the church’s troubles, proceeding from their coun. 
fels, and thereafter petitioned the King himfelf, 
which was ieje&ed, and a piotedation entered a- 
gainft the refufaT, but fome noblemen, with Mr. 
Robert Bruce, having procured accefs to his Ma- 
jefty, Mr. Robert faid, They were fcnt by the 
noblemen and barons to bemoan the dangers 
threatened to religion, by the King’s dealings a- 
gaind the true profeffors. What dangers do you 
difccver ? faid the King. Under communing, faid 
the other, our bed: affedled people, that tender re- 
ligion, are difcharged the town. The King alked f 
who they were that durd conveen againll his pro- 
clamation ? The Lord-Lindfay replied, they durd 
do more than fo, and that they would not differ 
religion to be overthrown. Numbers of people 
were, by this time, thronging unmannerly into 
the room ; whereupon the King not making any 
anfwer, arofe, and went where the judges fat com- 

* Spotifwood’s Church Hiftory. 
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manding the doors to be (hut. They that were 
fent to the King returning to the church, told, that 
that they were not heard $ and that therefore they 
were to think of fome other courfe. No courfe, 
faid the Lord Lindfay, but let us (lay together who 
are here, to (land faft to one another, and advertife 
our friends and favourers of religion to come in to 
us : For it (hall be either theirs or ours. In con- 
fequence of this concert, they pitched upon the 
Lord Claud Hamilton to be their head, and dif- 
patched a letter to him (igned by Mr. Robert Bruce f 
and Mr. Walter Balcanqual, to come with dili- 
gence and accept the charge : but the fury of the 
multitude who attended that meeting, heated by 
the Lord Lindfay’s unhappy expreffion, did not 
fuffer them to wait upon the General’s coming, 
but prefently leapt to arms. Some cried, Bring 
cut Haman ; others cried, The /word of the Lord 
and of Gideon \ the day (hall be theirs or ours . 
And fo great was the zeal of the unwary populace, 
that taking their march, they went ftraighf towards 
the tolbooth of Edinburgh, where the King and 
his couucil were then fitting, and would have 
forced open the doors, which, upon the noife of 
the tumult, were (hut, had not his Majefty’s ftan- 
derd bearer, John Wat, deacon conveener of the 
trades, drawn up, his lads, the foldiers of the 
Blue Blankety and kept the rabble back till their 
fever cooled, and the Earl of Mar, from thecaftle, 
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font a company of mufqueteers to guard the King, 
which his lieutenant quickly brought down the 
Caftle-bank to the Grafs-markef, and from thence 
marched to the foot of Forrefter ; s-wynd, and en- 
tering by the back flairs, came where the King 
was*, then the King commanded to open the doors, 
and advanced to the ftreet. Upon notice whereof. 
Sir Alexander Home of North-berwick, provoft 
Edinburgh, with the crafts, convoyed the King to 
his royal palace at Holy* rood* houfe from whence* 
next morning, he went to Linlithgow, where he 
fwore, c Had it not been for the loyalty of the 
* crafts, he would have burnt the towm of Edin- 
i burgh, and falted it with fait* 

B y the fledfaft adherence of the crafts to their 
Sovereign, even when they did not approve of, 
but were forry for his a flings,- -our capital city was 
preferved from deftru&ion, as by their behaviour 
afterwards, it flourifhed in his favours. 

r ^ » 

O n the laft of that month of December, the 
King came to Leith, and ftaid there all night, 
giving orders for his entry into the' town of Edin- 
burgh next morning, which he did, and called for 
the magiftrates, to hear what they had to fay for the 
late tumult ; who, in obedience to his Majefty’s 
commands, compeared before him and his courti- 
Ii 
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ec$, and cleared themfelves to his Majefty’s con* 
#i£tion* For Spotifwood tells us, That, 

Sir Alexander Home, provofl, Rodger M'Math, 
George Todrick, Patrick Cochran, and Alexan- 
der Hunter, bailies, with a number of the town- 
council, falling down on their knees before the 
King, prefented the following offers 

c That for pacifying his Majefly’s wrath, and 

* fatisfying the Lords of council, they fhould, up- 
4 on their oath, purge themfelves of all know- 
4 ledge, or partaking in the faid tumult ; and as 
« they had already made a diligent fearch to find 
4 out the authors ; fo they fhould not ceafe, until 

* they had brought the trial to the utmofl point $ 
4 or, if his Majefly and council fhould think fit to 
4 take the examination, they fhould willingly re- 
4 fign their places to fuch as his Highnefs would ap- 
4 point, and aflift him according to their power; 
4 And, becaufe his Majefly had taken that tumult 
4 to proceed from certain fermons preached by 
« their minifters, they fhould be expelled the city, 
4 never to return, without his Majefly’s warrant.* 
Upon which, the King was reconciled to them. 

Thus the crafts behaved as loyally at this juno 
ture, as they did during the troubles occafioned by 
the Earl of Bothwei, when the King was affaultcd 
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in his palace of Holy- rood -ho ufe, which obliged 
him to cry aloud from the windows, Treafon, 
Treafon t 

The report of the accident going to the city of 
Edinburgh, the citizens went to arms, and made 
towards the palace to give the King relief, who 
(bowed himeflf from a window to the people, gave 
them thanks for their readinefs, and defired them 
to return to their dwellings. As the citizens gave 
repeated inftances of their valour and loyalty to 
the King, while hq refided amongfl us, fo after 
his acceffion to the throne of England, and when 
he returned to his native country, Scotland, and 
made his entry into Edinburgh, 16 of May 1617, 
joy appeared in every one of their countenances \ 
they were ready to cry out in the words of Ben- 
Johnfton’s magnetick lady. 

Now let our longing eyes enjoy their feaft t 
And fill of theey our fair Jhap'd God- tike man . 

Thou art a banquet unto all our Jenfcs ; 

Thy form dothfeajl our e<cs> thy voice our eurs % 

As if we Jelt it ductile thro 9 our blood* 

This paflionate love is gracefully expreft by the 
famous poet and orator, William Drummond of 
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Hathornden, In his fpeech to the King, in name 
of the town of Edinburgh. 

4 SIR, If nature could fuffer rocks to move 
4 and abandon their natural places, this town, 
4 founded on the flrength of rocks, (now by the 
4 clearing rays of your Majefty’s prefence, taking 
4 not only motion but lifejhad, with her caftle, 
4 temples, and houfes, moved towards you, and 
4 befeeched you to have acknowledged her your’s, 
4 and her indwellers your moft humble and affec- 
< tionate fubje£ls ; and to believe how many fouls 

* are within her circuits, fo many lives are devoted 
4 to your facred perfon and crown. And here, 

* Sir, fhe offers, by me, to the altar of your glo- 
4 ry, whole hecatombs of moft hearty defires, 

* praying all things may prove profperous to you, 
f that every virtue and heroic grace which make 
4 a prince eminent, may, with a long and bleffed 
4 government, attend you; your kingdoms flourifh- 

* ing abroad with bays, at home with olives. 
4 Prefenting you, Sir, who art the ftrong key of 
4 this little world of Britain, with thefe keys, 
4 which caft up the gates of her affe&ion, and de- 
4 ftgn you power to open all the fprings of the 

* hearts of ihofe her moft loyal citizens : Yet this 
« almoft were not neceffary : For as the rofe, at 
4 the fair approach of the morning fun, difplays 

* and fpreads her purples ; fo, at the very noife o 
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4 your happy return to this your native country, 
4 their hearts, if they could have fhined through 
4 their breads, were with joy and fair hopes, 
4 made fpacious, nor did they ever, in all parts, 
4 feel a more comfortable heat, thin the glory of 
4 your prefence at this time darts upon them. 

4 The old forget their age, and look- frefh and 
young, at the appearance of fo gracious a prince* 
the young bear a part in your .velcome, defiring 
many years of life, that they may ferve you long. 
All have more joys than tongues : For as the 
words of other nations go far beyond, and fur- 
pafs the afletUons of their heart j fo, in this na- 
tion, the affection of their hearts is far above all 
they can exprefs by words. Deign then, Sir, 
' from the highcft of Majefty, to look down on 
their lownefs, and embrace it, accept the hom- 
age of their humble minds, accept their great 
good will, which they have ever carried to the 
high deferts of your anceftors, and {hall ever to 
your own, and your royal race whild thefe 
rocks fliall be overfhadowed with buildings, 
buildings inhabited by men ;• and while men 
be indued either with counfel or courage, or en- 
joy any piece of reafon, fenfe, -or life. 

This fpeech was followed by another, deliver- 

H 3 
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ed at the Weft port of Edinburgh, when his Ma- 
jdfty entered, by Mr. John Hay, town-clerk de- 
pute. 

4 HOW joyful your Majefty’s return (gracious 

4 and dread Sovereign) is to this your native town* 

* from that kingdom, due to your facred perfon, 

* by royal defcent, the countenances and eyes of 
4 your Majefty’s loyal fubjefts fpeak for their 
4 hearts. This is that happy day of our new birth, 
1 ever to be retained in frefh memory, with con- 
4 fideration of the goodnefs of Almighty God 
4 confidered, with the acknowledgment of the 
4 fame, acknowledged with admiration, admired 

* with love, and loved with joy ; wherein our 
1 eyes behold the greateft humane felicity our 
4 hearts could wifh, which is to feed upon the 
4 royal countenance of our true Phoenix, the 
1 bright ftar of our Northern firmament, the or- 
« nament of our ^ge, wherein we are refrefhed 
« and revived with the hitet, and bright beams of 
4 our fun, (the powerful adamant of our wealth) 
4 by whofe removing from our hemifphcre, we 

* were darkned, deep forrow and fear poffeffing 
4 our hearts, (without envying of your Majefty’s 
4 happinefs and felicity) our places of folace ever 
4 giving a new heat to the fever of the languifli- 

* 4 ing remembrance of our happinefs ; the very 
4 hills and groves, accuftomedof before to be re* 
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frefhed with the dew of your Majefty’s prefence, 
not putting on their wonted apparel, but with 
pale looks reprefenting their mifery for the de- 
parture of their royal King. 

‘ I most humbly beg pardon of your moft fa- 
cred Majefty, who, moft unworthy, and ungar- 
nifned by art or nature with rhetorical colours, 
have prefumed to deliver your facred Majefty, 
formed by nature, and framed by art and educa- 
tion to the perfe&ion of all eloquence, the pub- 
lic meflage of your Majefty’s loyal fubjedfts here 
conveened, on the knees of my heart, beleech- 
ing your facred Majefty, that my obedience to 
my fuperior’s commands, may be a facrifice ac- 
ceptable to expiate my preemption, your Ma- 
jefty’s wonted clemency may give ftrength and 
vigour to my diftruftful fpirits, in gracious ac- 
ceptance of that which ftiall be delivered, and 
pardon my efcapes. Receive then, dread Sove- 
reign, from your Majefty’s faithful and loy- 
al fubje&s the magiftrates and citizens of your 
highnefs’s good town of Edinburgh, fuch wel- 
come as is due from thefe, who, with thankful 
hearts, do acknowledge the infinite bleftings 
plenteoufly flowing to them from the paradife of 
your Majefty’s unfpotted goodnefs and virtue, 
wishing your Majefty’s eyes might pierce into 
their very hearts, to behold the exceffive joy in- 
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« wardly conceived of the firft meflenger. Your 
< Majelty’s princely refolution to vifit your Majef- 
« ty’s good town, encreafed by your Majefty *s coun- 
« tenance, in profecuting what was fo happily in* 

* tended, and new accomplilhed by your Majefty’s 
« fortunate and fafe return, which no tongue, how 

* liberal foever, is capable to exprefs. Who (hall 
4 confider with an impartial eye, the continual 
« carefulnefs your Majefty had over us from your 
« tender years, the fettled temper of your Majefty 's- 
€ government, wherein the niceft eye could find 
4 no fpot *, yourfelf, as the life of the country, the 
4 father of the people, initructing not fo much by 

* precept, as example *, yeur Majefty’s court the 
4 marriage place of wifdom and godlinefs with* 
1 out impiety, cannot refufe to avouch : But as 
4 your prudence has won the prize from all Kings 
4 and Emperors, that ftand in the degree of com* 

1 parifon \ fo hath your Majefty’s government 

* been fuch, that every man’s eye may be a mef* 

* fenger to his mind, that your Majefty ftands the 
4 quintefience of ruling (kill of all profperous and 
4 peaceable government, much wiflhed by our fore- 
4 fathers, but moft abundantly enjoyed by us* 

4 praifed be God, under your facred Majefty.. 

4 For if we fhall, in a view, lay before us the 
4 times bypaft, even fince the firft foundation of 
4 the kingdom, and therein confider your Majef- 
4 ty’s moft noble progenitors, they were indeed all 
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princes renowned for their virtues, not inferior 
to any Kings or Emperors of their time, they 
maintained and delivered their virgin fcepters 
unconquered, from age to age, from the foun- 
dation of the moft violent floods of conquering 
fwords, which overwhelmed the reft of the whole 
earth, and carried the crowns of all other Kings 
of this terreftrial ball unto thraldom; but far 
fhort of your Majefty’s nature, having placed in 
your facred perfon alone, what in every one of 
them was excellent, the fenate-houfe of the pla- 
nets being, as it were conveened at your Majef- 
ty’s birth, for decreeing of all perf&ions in your 
royal perfon, the heavens and earth witnefling 
your heroical frame, no influence whatfoever 
being able to bring the fame to a higher degree. 
If we fhall bring to mind the tumultuous days 
of your Majefty’s more tender years, and there- 
in your Majefty’s prudence, wifdom and con- 
ftancy, in uniting the disjointed members of the 
common wealth, who will not, with the Queen 
of Sheba, confefs he has feen more wifdom in 
your royal perfon, than report hath brought to 
foreign ears ; and there is not of any eftate or 
age within this kingdom, who has not had parti- 
cular experience of the fame, and fenfibly felt 
the fruits thereof, the fire of civil difcord, which, 
as a flame, devoured us, was thereby quenched, 
every man pofljJed his own in peace, reaping 
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4 that which he had Town, and enjoying the fruits 
4 of his own labours, your Majefty’s great vigi* 
4 lance and godly zeal in propagating the gofpel, 

* and defacing the monuments of idolatry, banilh- 
4 ing that Roman antichriftjan hierarchy, and 

* eftablifhing our church, repairing the ruins 

* thereof, protecting us from foreign invafions, 
4 the rich trophies of your Majefty’s victories 
4 more powerfully atchieved by your facred wif* 
4 dom, deferves more worthily than thole of the 
4 Csefars, fo. much extolled by the ancients. All 
4 ages (hall record, and pofterity blefs Almighty 
4 God, for giving us their fore-fathers a King, in 
4 heart upright as David, wife as Solomon, and 
4 g°dly as Jofias^ 

4 And who can better witnefs your Majefty’s 
4 royal favour and beneficence, than this your 
4 good town of Edinburgh, which being founded 
4 in the days of that worthy King Fergus I. the 
4 firft builder of the kingdom, and famous for her 
4 unfpotted fidelity to your Majefty’s mod -noble 
4 progenitors, was by them enriched with many 
4 freedoms, priviledges and dignities ; all which 
4 your Mijefty not only confirmed, but alfo, with 
4 acceffion of many more enlarged; beautified her 
4 with a new eie£ied college, famous for profef- 
4 fion of all liberal fciences, fo that {lie juftly 
4 doth acknowledge your Maje a y the author and 
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conferver of her peace, her facred phyfician, 
who binds up the wounds of her diftra&ed com* 
mon wealth, the only magnet of her profperity, 
and the true fountain, from whence under God, 
all her happinefs and felicity floweth, and doth 
in all humility record your Majefty’s royal favour 
extended to her at all times. 

c Neither hath the ocean of your Majefty's 
virtues contained itfelf within the precintt of this 
ifle ; What ear is fo barbarous, that hath not 
heard of the fame of your Majefty i What fo* 
reign prince is not indebted to your facred wif- 
dom ? What reformed church doth not blefs 
your Majefty’s birth day, is it not prote£led un- 
der the wings of your facred authority, from anti- 
chriftian locufts, whofe walls, by the facred wif* 
dom wherewith your facred perfon is endowed, 
hath been battered and ftiaken more, than did 
the Goths and Vandals the old frame of the 
fame, by the fword : And for your facred virtue, 
your Majefty deferves to be Monarch of the 
world : So for your piety and unfeigned zeal, in 
propagating and maintaining the gofpel, does^ 
of due, appertain to your Majefty, the titles of 
moft Chriftian and Catholic King. 

‘ For all which, your Majefty’s moft royal fa- 
vours, having nothing to render, but that which 
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4 13 due, we your Majefty’s moft humble fubje£l$, 
4 proftrate at your facred feet, lay down our lives, 
• goods, liberties, and every thing that is dear to 
4 us, vowing to keep to your facred Majefty, un* 
4 fpotted loyalty and fubje&ion, and ever to be 
4 ready to confecrate and facrifice ourfelves for 
4 maintainance of your royal perfon and eftate, 
4 praying to the eternal, our God, that peace 
4 may be within your Majefty’s walls, and profpe- 
4 rity within your palaces, length of days to your 
4 facred perfon \ that from your Majefty’s loins 
4 may never be wanting one to fway’the feenter of 
4 thefe your kingdoms, and that mercy may be to 
4 yourfelf and your feed for ever. 

. * * 

After the delivery of this fpeech, his Majefty 
went to the great church ; and there having heard 
fermon from the arebbifhop of St. Andrews, pri- 
mate of all Scotland, proceeded on his march to 
his paloce cf Holy rood*houfe ; at the gate of the 
inner court was prefented to his royal hands, a 
book in manufeript, of curious and learned verfes 
in Greek and Latin, entitled, Acadanue E-tinbur - 
genfis Congratulation and a fpeech made in name 
of that univerfity by Mr. Patiick Nifbet. Next 
day, his Majefty was pleafed to honour the univer- 
fity with his prefence at a philofophical difputation 
in the oriental languages, by the profeftbrs of phi- 
lofophy, Mr. John Adamfon, Mr. James Fairly, 
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Mr. Patrick Sands, Mr. Andrew Young, Mr* 
James Reid, and Mr. William King. When the 
exercife was over, his Majeily was pieafed to com- 
pliment the difputants in the following poem, 
which by them was varioufly pain Latin. 

As Adam was the firft of men y whence all begin- 
ning take ; 

So Adam-fonu»^/ prefident . an l firft man cfthisa6l* 
The Thefts Fair-lie did defend , which tho ’ they Lies 
contain ; 

Yet were fair Lies } and he the fame right fairly did 
maintain . 

The field firft entered Mr. Sands, and there he 
made me fee , 

That not all Sands are barren Sands> but that fome 
fertile be. 

Then Mr. Young moft fubtily the Thefis did impugn* 
And kythed old in Ariltotle, alt ho’ his name' be 
Young. 

To him fucceeded Mr* Reid, who the? Red be his 
namcy 

Need neither for his difpute bluft?> nor of his fpeech 
think fhame. 

Laft enter'd Mr. King the lifts , and difpute like a 

King, 

Hotu re a.f on reigning like a ffjeen, fl.-cuU anger 
under- bring. * - ‘ ; 
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To their deferved praife have I thus play'd upon 
their names , 

And 'wills this College hence he call'd the College of 
King James. 

Manifold honours the King put upon this his 
good town of Edinburgh, in the cattle whereof he 
was born ; as appears by the inscription yet re- 
maining in the room, where his mother queen 
Mary was delivered of him, which runs thus. 

0 Jesu Lo'tD, 'who crownit was with thorn , 

Preserve the birth whais badgie here is born y 

And g-ant , 0 LORD , that whatever of her 
proceed , 

M ly be unto thj honor and Glory . Soe heid . 

His Majetty fey a charter under his great feal 
dlipones to the provott, bailies, town council, and 
community of the burgh of Edinburgh, the jurif- 
didlion, haven and harbour of Leith, and make3 
and conttitutes them judges amongft the fkippers, 
maftersand mariners inXeith, and all other fkip- 
pers, matters and failors, as well his fubjedts, as 
foreigners, being for the time with their (hips, 
boats, or barks within the fame village of Leith, 
a ad harbour of -the fame, in all fea fareing adtions 
and caufes whaifomever, with power to them, to 
make adls and ftatutes, for the increafe of failing. 
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And difpones to them the prime gilt to be uplifted 
for fuftaining of poor indigent fea men within the 
faid village of Leith, forth of the freight of every 
tun of goods, in manner fpecified in the faid'char-. 
ter, to be applied to the ufe of the faid poor* 
This charter is dated at Whitehall 3d April 1616. 

\ ' 

By another charter under the great feal, he con- 
firms to the magiftrates, town-council,, crafts, and 
community of the faid buigh, and their fuccciTors, 
all former inffooffments granted to them by his 
predeccfTors, of the heretable offices of flier ifF fliip, 
crownry, which contains a new gift of the fherifF- 
fhip and crownry within the faid burgh, common 
mills thereof, common mu-ir, marifh, loch, parr,, 
ftreets, common w^ys, paiTuges and lonnings lead- 
ing to and from the fame; and efpecially the paffage 
leading to Leith upon both Tides of the water 
thereof, and to the laid village of Leith, haven of 
the famen, and within the harbour and village of 
Neivhaven, and village of Leith, havens, roads,, 
harbours and bulwarks thereof, and within the 
lands of common clofets, burfhoilf, pafiages, and 
other bounds whatfoever, lying within the liberty 
of the faid burgh of Edinburgh. Dated at White- 
hall, 3d April 6 1 6. 


B y another gift under his great feal, grants to. 

I 2 
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the faid provoft, bailies and council, the power of 
having the fword carried before them, riding of 
the marches or bounds thereof, and of the office of 
juft fee of peace,' in manner therein contained. 
Dated at Whitehall, ioth November 1609. 

' • .1 ft 4 .. f * 

B y another gift, he enlarges their powers and 
j-ufticea of peace, in which they are inffeoffit. Da- 
ted at Hamptoun Court, 25th September 1612. 

t * 

By another gift and inffeoffment, grants to 
them all fines and ammerciaments, belonging to 
the office of fheriff-fhip and judiciaries of peace* 
Dated at Whitehall, 17th September 1613. 

By another charter under the great feal, dif- 
pones to them the cuftom or excife (and to their 
fucceflors) of four pounds Scot?, forth of every 
tun of wine to be retailed and vented in fmalls 
within the fa id burgh, liberties and jurifdiclion of 
the fame, tc be uplifted by their treafurers, collec- 
tors, and others in their names, from the retailers, 
vintners, tapfters, and fellers of the fame, in all 
lime coming. Dated at Whitehall, toth Novem- 
ber 1609. 

By a ratification of the faid gift, and new dif- 
pofition, he difpones the forefaid cuflom and ex- 
cife of four pound, forth of every tun retailed 
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within the faid burgh, and within the village of, 
Leith, in all parts within the fame upon the fouth- 
fide of the water of Leith. Dated at Hamptoun, 
25th September 16 2. 

O ■ 

By another under the great feal, power to them 
and their fucceflors, to erect a weigh -houfe at the 
©ver-tron of the faid burgh, with divers liberties, 
duties, and immunities therein contained. Dated 
at Pvoyfton, 9th December 1611. 

By a charter under his great feal, difpones that* 
part of the lands of Highrigs, containing 10 acres 
of land or thereby. Dated at Edinburgh, 30th 
July 1618.. 

By a gift unier his great feal, gives and grants 
the Jedgry of Salmon, herring, and white fifh, 
packed and peilled within the kingdom of Scotland. 
Dated at Royfton, 1.9th O&ober 1618, 

B y another gift under his great feal, the. power 
of being overfeers and vifiters of all meafurers and 
fellers of cloath, ftuiFs, and (lockings, made in 
the faid village of Leith and fherifi'dom of Edin- 
burgh. Dated at Whitehall, 8th March 1621. 

By a charter under his great feal, dated at Stir* 

* 3 
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ling) 14th April 1582, ratifying a charter made 
by Queen Mary under her grear feal, Dated 13th 
March r 566, of the lands, tenements, houfes and 
biggings, churches, chaplainries, altarages and 
prebendaries in whatfoever churches, chaples* or 
colleges, within the liberty of the faid burgh, 
founded by whatfoever perfon, whereof the faids 
chaplains and prebends were in poffiflion, with the 
yards, orchards, annualrents, teinds, fervices, 
profits, duties, emoluments which pertained there- 
to and of all lands which pertained to the black 
friars and gray friars- 

; By another charter, he ratifies and approves the 
demiflion and ratification made by John Gib, in 
favours of the faid burgh, of the provoftry of the 
Kirk field, haill lands and biggings belonging to 
the fame. And cHfpones the liberty of a college, 
and repairing fufiicient houfes for accommodating 
the prcfefTors of philosophy, humanity and langua- 
ges, theology, medicine, law, and all orher fci- 
ences ^ and electing ftifFicient profefTors for teach- 
ing the faid profeflions ; and for that efFe£f:, diL 
pcned to them the provoftry of Kirkfield, with the 
tenements, fruits, poflVffions, rents and duties 
thereof. 

By another charter under his great feat, 4th A* 
piil 1 584, confidcring^ That the burgh of Ed La- 
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burgh had been at great expences in ere&ing the 
faid college, and had gifted great fums for fuftain- 
ing the profefTors, for inftrucling the youth, he 
difponed to the good town, for the ufe of the faid 
college, and for maintainanee of the principal and 
regents, the arch-deanry of Lothian, containing 
the parfonage of Curry, with the rnanfe, glebe 
and kirk lands, teinds and duties of the fame. 

By another charter under his great feal, 26th 
May <587, for the great expences wared out by 
the good town, in <*re£ting an bofpital for main- 
taining their minifters, difponed to the town the 
provoftry of the Trinity college, houfe-rents, kirk- 
teinds, and fruits thereto pertaining. 

By another charter under his great feal, 29th 
July 1587, ratifies the inffeoffinents granted by 
himfclf and Queen Mary his mother, of the faid 
Kirk-lands, Trinity college, provoftry of Kirkfield* 
and arch-deanry of Lothian, for the ufe of the 
minifters, college, and poor. 

B y another charter under the great fear, dated 
at Bearboar caftle, 1612, ratifies all former grants 
of the faid Kirk lands* provoftries of Kirkfield, 
and Trinity-college, and arch-deanry of Lothian, 
with a new gift of the faids haill Kirk land* for 
maintaining the minifters, college and poor.. 
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Thus did that juft and gracious prince (how 
his beneficence to our metropolis, as the wife 
King Solomon, in his book of Ethicks, remarks, 
When the righteous are in authority the city rejoi - 
ceth ; hut when the wicked hear rule y the people 
mourn . And being a peaceful prince as well as 
generous, he poured oil into the wounds of his 
people, and healed the growing contentions be- 
twixt the merchants and trades, by the fubfequent 
decreet arbitral. 

A T Halyraidhoufe, the twenty tvva day of A- 
pry], the yeir of God one thoufand five hundred 
four fcore three years \ we Robert Faiilie of Braid, 
Sir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie knight, and 
James Johnlloun of Elphingftoun, Judges Arbi- 
trators, chofen for the part of Mr. Michael Chif- 
holme, Andrew Sclater, John Adamfone, and 
William Fairlie bailies of Edinburgh, Mr. John 
Preftoun dean of gild, Mungo Rufiel treafurer, 
John Johnftoun, Robert Ker younger, Henry 
Charters, John Morifone, William Maul, John 
Harvvood, John Robertfone, William Inglis, A- 
lexander Naper, William Nefbet merchants \ be- 
ing on the counfel of the faid burgh, for themfelves, 
and in name and behalf, and as commiftioners for 
the haill merchants indwelters of the faid burgh, 
on the ane part, and John Cockburn of Ormeftoun, 
Mr Robert Pont provoft of the Trinity- colkdge, 
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and Mr. David Lindfey minifter of Leith, judges 
arbitrators chofen for the part of James Fergufone 
bower, John Bairnsfather tailyeour, twa of the 
crafts* men, being on the counfel of the faid burgh ; 
Gilbert Prymrofe deaken of the chirurgians, John 
Watt deaken of the hammermen, William Hop- 
pringle deaken of the tailyeours, Edward Galbraith 
deaken of the fkinners, Edward Haiit deaken of 
the goldfmiths, Adam Newtown deaken of the 
baxters, Thomas Dickfone deaken of the furriers, 
Andrew Williamfone deaken of the Wrights, 
William Bickertoun deaken of the maiffons, James 
Ker, deaken of the flefhers, William Weir deaken 
of the cordiners, Thomas Wright deaken of the 
webfters, William Cowtts deaken of the wakers, 
and William Somer deaken of the bonnetmakers ; 
for themfelves, and in name and behalf, and as 
commilBoners for the hail! crafts*men, indwellers 
of. the faid brugh, on the uther part: And the 
right potent and illufter prince, James be the 
grace of God, King} of Scots, our Soveraign 
Lord, ods man and overs man, commonly chofen 
by advice and confent of baith the faids parties, a* 
nent the removing of all queltions, differences 
and controverfies, quhilks are, or hes been be- 
twixt the faids merchants, concerning whatfomc- 
ver caufe or occafion whereupon debate or quelUon 
did arife in any time betwixt them. And there- 
upon, baith the faids parties being bund, oblift* 
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andfworn, to (land, abide, underly, and fulfil tls e 
decreet-arbitral, and deliverance of us the faids 
judges and overs- man, but appellation, reclamati- 
on, or contradiftion, as at length is contained in 
ane fubmifiion made thereupon, baith the faids 
parties clames and griefs given in be them, with 
the anfwers made thereto, and their rights, rea- 
fons, and alledgances being heard, feen, and con- 
fidered be us, and we therewith being ryply advy- 
fit, after many fundry conventions and meetings, 
with lang travels tanc hereanent, hes all in ane 
voice accordit, decernit, arid concludir, upon the 
heads and articles following. 

First, To take away all differences quhilk hes 
been heretofore, concerning the perfons who had 
the government of the town, their number, power, 
or authority, and manner of their election ; it is 
finally accordit and decernit thereupon as fol- 
lows : 

M A G I 3 T R A T S. 

THE magiflrats, fic as proveft, bailies, dean 
of gild, and thefaurer, to be in all tymes coming 
of the efiait and calling of merchants, conforrne to 
the a£ts of parliament ; and if any crafts-man ex- 
erceand merchandize, fall for his guid qualities be 
promovit theirto, in that caife he fall leive his craft, 
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and not occupy the fame be himfelf nor his fer- 
vants during the tyme of his office* and fall not re- 
turn theirto at any tyme thereafter, quhill he ob« 
tein fpecial licence of the proved, bailies and coun- 
fel to that effect. 

Counsel. 

THE counfel to confift of ten merchants, to 
wit, The auld proved, four auld bailies, dean of 
gild and thefaurer of the nixt year preceeding, and 
three merchants to be chofen to them, and als to 
condd of eight crafts-men theirof, fex deakens, 
and twa uther crafts men, makand in the haill 
the faid counfel eighteen perfons, and this by the 
office men of that year, to wit, the proved, bailies, 
dean of gild, and thefaurer. 

Election. 

AND as to the manner of their election, it 
is firft generally accordit and agriet, that na man- 
ner of perfon be chofen proved, bailies, dean of 
gild, or thefaurer, fuppofe they be burgefles of the 
burgh, and able therefore, without they have been 
ane year or twa upon the counfel of before. And 
anent the counfel, the auld manner of giving in of 
tickets be the deakens, out of the quhilk the twa 
crafts men were yearly chofen to be abrogat, ceafe 
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and expyre in all tymes coming, fwa that the faids 
twa crafts men (hall be chofen yearly without any 
ingiving of tickets indifferently, of the bed and 
worthieft of the Crafts, be the faids proved, bailies, 
dean of gild, thefaurer and counfel alanerly, and 
nane to be on the counfel above twa year together, 
except they be office men, or be vertue of their 
offices be on the counfel. Sicklike, anent the 
lytts to be bailies, they fall not be dividet nor caf- 
ten in four ranks, three to every rank, as they 
were wont to be ; bot to be chofen indifferently, 
ane out of the twelff lytts, the third out of ten, 
and the fourt out of nyne lytts. Anent the dea- 
kens, that nane be ele£tit deaken, except he that 
hes been an maifter of his craft twa year at the 
lead ; and that nane of them be continued in their 
offices of deakenfhip above twa year togidder. 
Lad in general, that nane have vote in lytting, 
voiting, electing of the proved, bailies, counfel, 
deakens, dean of gild, or thefaurer, but the per- 
fons hereafter following, in maneer after-fpecifiet. 

Elefiion in fpccial of D E. a fc E N s. 

A N D to proceid to the faid election : It is 
found guid to begin at the choofing of the deakens 
of crafts, quhilks are fourteen in number, to wit, 
chirurgeons, goldfmyths, fkinners, furriers, ham- 
mermen, wrights, mafons, tailyeours, baxtera, 
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►flefliers, cordiners, webfters, wakers, bonnetma- 
kers ; fwa the deakens now prefent (hall ftand and 
continue quhil the third counfel-day of before the 
auld time of cie&ion of the new counfel, quhilk 
was on the Wednefday next preceeding he feaft of 
Michaelmafs ; upon the quhilk third counfel- 
day, the proved, bailies, and counfel now ftand- 
and, extending to nineteen perfons, and fra thence 
furth yearly, and ilk year, the proveft, bailies and 
Counfel, conftitute of the faid twenty five perfons, 
fall call in before them the faids deakens of crafts, 
every ane feverally, and inquire their opinion and 
judgement of the belt and woithieft of their crafts* 
thereafter, the faids proved, bailies and counfel, 
(hall nominate and lytt three perfons of the maift 
difcreet, godly, and qualified perfons of every ane 
of the faids fourteen crafts, maift expert handda* 
bourers of their awen craft, burgefles and freemen 
of the burgh of Edinburgh, whereof the auld 
deaken fhall be ane, and caufe deliver their names 
to the deakens, evei.y ane according to their craft. 
Quhilk deakens, on the morn thereafter, fall af- 
femble and convein their crafts, and every craft be 
themfelves, furth of thir names fliall elcft ane per- 
fon wha fall be their deakeirfor that year, and up- 
on the next counfel day after the faid ele&ion, the 
auld deakens, with fome of the mafters of their 
K 
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crabs, fall prefenr the new deakens to the coun- 
fel, quha fall authorize them in their offices. 

New Counfel of D e a k e n s. 

NEXT, to proceed to the ele£tion of the new 
counfel. The faid day of prefenting of the new 
deakens, the proved:, bailies, and counfel now 
dandand of nineteen perfons, and fra then furth, 
the faid day yearly ; the proved, bailies and 
counfel, of twenty five perfons, fall choofe furth 
of the faids fourteen deakens, fex perfons to be ad- 
joined with the new counfel for. the year to come, 
find 5 to have fpecial vote in lytting and chooGng of 
ihe proved, bailies and counfel ; and the fame day, 
the auld fex deakens quhilk was upon the counfel 
the year preceecling, to be removed, and have na 
farther vote for that year, except fume of them be 
of the number of the new ele&ed deakens. 

New Counfel of M E r CHANTS and 

A 5 

Crafts. 

THEREAFTER., Upon the Wednesday next, 
proceeding Michael mafs ilk year, the proved, 
bailies, dean of gild, thefaurer, and ten mer- 
chants of the counfel, and the faid fex deakens, 
and twa crafts- men, and in the haill twenty five 
perfons, and twenty fex votes, be reafon of the 
provedVtwa votes crdinarly dandand at all tymes, 
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fall conveen and choofe the new counfel, to the 
number of eighteen perfons, to wit, the auld pro- 
ved, bailies, dean of gild and thefaurer of that 
year, and the faid fex deakons, to make thirteen 
perfons thereof* and to them to be chofen thr^e 
merchants, and cwa crafts men, and thir perforis 
to be callit the new counfel , and if any perfon of 
the merchants chofen upon the counfel, happens 
to be put on the lytte of ane uther office, and pro- 
movit thereto, an uther fall be chofen in his room 
be the faids proved, bailies and counfel. 

Lytts of Mag i s r r a t s. 

THIRDLY, To proceid to the choofrng of the 
lytts to the magiftrats and office men, fic as proved* 
bailies, dean of gild and thefaurer, upon the Fri- 
day nixt thereafter, there fall conveen the faid new 
counfel of eighteen perfons, and the aul'J counfel 
coriflitute of twelif perfons, viz. ten merchants, 
and twa crafts-men, and in the baill thretty per* 
Ton’s to the provefl’s odd vote *, quhilks perfons fo 
folemnatly pioteiting before God, that they fhalj 
choofe the perfons whom they find rnaift nicety 
without favour, hatred, or any kind of collufon ; 
then fall begin and choofe the lytts to the faid ma- 
giftrats and oflice-men, to every ane of them three 
lytts ; that is to fav, to the proved, twaTytts with. 
K 2 
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himfelf; to the four bailies, every ane of them 
three lycts, the auld bailies not beand ane, except 
they be new. chofen thereto ; , to rhe dean of gild, 
twa lytts with himfelf *, and to the thefaurer, twa 
lytts with himfelf : Quhijk haill lytts be of the or- 
der and calling cf merchants, as faid is. 

tC f f r . li 

Eleflion of Magistrats. 

FOURTHLY, To proceed to the e!e£ting and 
choofing of the faid magidrats and office-men; 
upon the Tuefday nixt after Michaelmafs yearly, 
theie fill conveen the faids thretty perfons, of new 
and auld counfel, and with them the reft of the 
deakejis of crafts quhilks are not of the counfel, 
extending to eight perfons ; the haill perfon fwa 
coriveendnd, extending to thretty eight perfons by 
the provoft/s 'odce vote, whereof twenty mer- 
chants, and eighteen crafts- men ; quhilks perfons 
fall begin at the lytts of the proved, and every ane 
in their awen rank, give their votes to fic as they 
find meet for the weiil of the town, according to 
their conference and knawledge, but feid or fa' 
Tour ; and on whom greateft number of votes fall 
fall, that he be fworn, receivit and admitit proved 
ror that year ; and fwa to proceed thorow the lytts 
of the bailies, dean of gild and thefaurer, quhill 
the faids election be compleatly endit. The faids 
proved, bailies, dean of gild, thefauter and coun- 
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tj fel, ele&it, as faid is, makand in the haill twenty 
five perfons ; they only, and nae utbers, fall have 
1 the full government and administration of the hail 
a common- weal of this burgh, in all things, as the’ 
. (proveff, bailies, and counfel thereof, or of any 
uther brugh had of before, or may have hereafter, 
be the laws or confuetude of this realm, inffeoff- 
ments and priviledges grant it to this town be our 
Sovereign Lord s maift noble progenitors, except- 
and always tbir caufes following, in the quhilks 
the hail fourteen deakens of crafts fall be calli t and 
adjoined with them, to give their fpecial vote and. 
confultation thereinto, to wit, in election of the 
proveff, bailies, dean of gild and tnefaurer, as faid 
is, in letting of fews, or any manner of tacks, at- 
tour the yearly rowping, on Martin mafs even, in 
giving of benefices, and uther offices in brugh, in. 
granting of extents, contributions, emprimits, 
and ficklike bigging of common warks, and in 
difponing of the common- good, above the fum of 
twenty pound togidder. 

W aiming of the Deak e n s and 
Counsel. 

f 

PROVIDING neverthelefs, that the deakens 
not of the counfel, or any of them, beand perfon- 
ally warned to that effect, aad abfenting themfelft 
K 3 
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fwa oft the lad deakens, or any uther that was in 
lytt with him that yeir, {hall fupplie their room j 
and they beand perfonally warned, and abfent, the 
red cornpearand fall have power to proceed. If 
any of the proved, baillies, and counfel be abfent* 
the red wha are prefent fall choofe an other in 
their room. And to avoid all fufpicion that hes 
rifen in times pad, through the particular afiem- 
blies and conventions, contrair to the acts of par- 
liament, and to the trouble of the quyet edait of 
this brugh. 

Convent i ouns. 

IT is agriet and conludit, that nather the mer- 
chants amang themfelfs, nather the crafts and their 
deakens, or vifi tors, fall have, or make any particu.- 
lar, or general conventions, as deaken with deakens, 
deakens with their crafts, or crafts amang them- 
felfs,. far lefs to make privat laws, or ftatutes, 
poyncl and didrenzie at their awen hands for tranf- 
greffions, by the advice and confent of the proved* 
bailies and ccunfeh 

Dean of Gild may conwen hih 
Cou N S £ L 

EXCEPTANT) always, that the dean of gild 
may aflemblfc his brethem and council in their 
gild courts, conform to their ancient lawe* of the* 
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gifdrie, and priviledges thereof : And that any 
ane craft may conveen together amang themfelfs, 
for the choofing of their deakens at the tyme ap- 
pointit thereto, and in manner before expreft ma- 
king of mafters, and trying of their handie-wark 
allanerly. And if any brethren, or deakens o£ 
crafts, fall find out, or devyfe any good heids, that 
may tend to the weill of their craft, they fall pro- 
pone the fame to the magiflrates, wha fall fet for- 
ward an a£l or ftatute thairupon. 

Commissioner s. 

ITEM, As tuitching the commiffioners in par- 
liament, general counfel, and commiffioners in. 
conventioun of burrows, it is though guid be the 
commiffioners, that in all tyms coming be ane of 
the faids commiffioners for the brugh of Edinburgh, - 
fall be chofen be the faid proved and bailies, furth- 
of the number and calling of, the crafts* men, and 
that perfon to be ane burgefs and gild brother of 
the brugh, of the bed, expert and wife, and of 
honed convention. 

Auditors.. 

ITEM, It is agreed, that the auditors of all the 
towns compts fall hereafter be chofen of equal 
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number of merchants and crafts' ment be the pro- 
ved, bailies, and counfeL 

G I L D R I E. 

ITEM, Toward the lang controverfies for the 
gildrie, it is finally with common confent, ap- 
points, agriet and concludit, that als weill crafts- 
men, as merchants, fall be received and admitted 
gild brether, and the ane not to be refufit, or fe- 
cludit therefrae mair nor the uther, they being 
burgefles of the burgh, als meit and qualified 
thairfore ; and that gild-brether have liberty to ufe 
meichandice. their admiflion, and tryal of their 
qualihcaticun, to be in the power 2nd hands of the 
proved, bailies, thefaurer, and counfel, with the 
dean of gild, and his counfel, quhilk fall confift 
in equal number of merchants and crafts men, 
gild brether, not exceiding the number of fex 
perfons, by the dean of gild himfelf 5 and that rio 
perfon, of what faculty foever he be, fall bruik the 
benefit of an gild brother, without he be receivit 
and admittit thereto, as faid is. 

Burgesses, Crafts, 

ITEM, That na manner of perfon be fufferit to 
ufe merchandice, or occupy the handie wark of 
ane free crafts-man within this brugh, or yet to 
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exerce the liberty and priviledge of the faid burgh, 
without he be buigefs and free-inan of the lame. 

Extents. 

ITEM, Becaufe the merchants and crafts men 
of this burgh, are now to be incorporate in ane 
fociety, and to make an haill town, and an com- 
mod-weill, it is thought guid and expedient, and 
concludit, to abrogat the former cuftome of divid- 
ing and fetting of extents, wherein the merchants 
payit four pairts, and the crafts the fift part. And 
therefore it is agried, that as they watch and waird 
together: Swa in all extents, emprimits, contri- 
butions, and the like fubfidies to be impofit upon 
the brugh, merchants and crafcs-men to bear the 
burden and charge thereof indifferently overheld, 
according to their ability and fubftance', throw the 
haill quarters of the town, without divifion ot the 
rolls in merchants and crafts men in any tyme 
coming \ the extentours fall be of equal number 
of merchants and crafts-men, eight perfons of the 
ane calling, and eight peifons of the uther, to be 
eleclic, fworn and receivit be the proved, bailies, 
and counfel, out of the maid difcreit and ikilfuj 
of all the town, void of all partial affe£tioun and 
hatred : And that na perfon ufand the trade of 
merchant or crafts man, and occupy and the frie* 
dome of the brugh, and able to pay any extentj 
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nor beirand the ofhc^ of proveft or bailies in the 
mea time, fall be any wayis exemit frae tne real 
and attual payment thereof. 

COLLECTIOUN. 

ITEM, As the haill body of the town, confift* 
and of merchants and crafts men, does beir an 
common burden of watching, wairding, extent- 
ing, and of the like public charges, having an 
commoun good proper to nane, fwa neidful it is 
for making an equal unity, and charitable concord, 
that there be in the hail town but an colie&ion, 
and an purfe, not peculiar to any, bot common to 
all, of the haill duties and cifualities, callit the 
entres filver of prenteifies, up-fetts, owkly pennies, 
unlaws, and ticklike, to be co!Ie&it in all tyme 
coming, and received baith of merchants and 
crafts -men, and put in an common purfe, and 
to that efFeft the merchants to take and have pren- 
tices, als weill as crafts- men, and to be aftri&it 
and obliefl theirto, and na prentice alwayes to be 
received of ather of them, for fhorter tyme nor 
the fpace of fyve yeirs compleit. And for the 
better knowledge to be had heirof, and for obferv- 
in gan good ordouxin colleclioun of the fame, that 
there be an corrimoun book made, keipit be the 
commoun clerk of this biugh prefenr, and to 
come, wherein the names of all prentices to met- 
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chants and craftfmen, the name of their matter, 
day of their entreis, and fpace of their prentifhip, 
fall be infert and buikit: For the quhilk, the clerk 
fall have at their buiking of ilk perfon, fex pennies, 
and for the cut-draught twelff pennies, quhilk 
buik fall be to the prentice an fufficient probatioun 
of his entres, and an charge to the colle£lors of 
the faid dewties. If any mas be an prentice an 
heireafter, and not put in the faid buik, his pren* 
teifhip fall be to him of na effect. Alfwa, be 
reafon every induttry is not of like valour and fub- 
ftance, it is declarit what ilk rank or degree of 
prentiefles fall payj to wit, the merchant prenties, 
and fie kind of people as were wont to extent with 
them, and are not under an of the faid fourteen 
carfts, to pay at his entres the day of his buiking, 
to the faid colleciioun thirtie (hilling, and at his 
up-fett, cr end of his prenteifhip fyve pund The 
prenteis to an fkinner, chirugean, goldfmyth, 
fleiher, cordiner, -tailyeour, baxter, and hammer- 
men, at their entry and buiking, to the faid col- 
le&ioun twenty {lulling, and for their up-fett fyve 
pund : The prenteis to an mafoun and wrigh, at 
his entrie threteen {hilling four pennies, and his 
up fett, three pund fex {lulling eight pennies. 
The prenteis to an webtter, waker, bonnetmaker, 
furrier, at his entry, ten {hilling, and for his up- 
fett fyftie {hilling; and thir dewties to be tane by 
their owhlv pennies, and dewties of their burge* 

i 


122 An Hiflorical Account 

fhips. And to caufe all perfons to be mair willing 
to enter themfelfs in prenteifhip vvith the burgefles 
and friemen of the brugh, this priviledge is grant- 
it to the faids prenteifes, that they fall pay nae 
mair for their burgefhip to the dean of gild, but 
fyve punds by the dewties foirfaids • AnJ in aug- 
mentatioun of the laid colle&ioun, when any perfon 
fall happen to be made burgefT. s of this brugh, wha 
was na prenteis to an merchant, or crafts man, 
frie burgefs of the faid brugh, or hes not compleit 
his prenteifhip, fall pay to the faid colle&ioun at 
his admiflioun, the double of the haill prentecis or 
entres-filver, up fett and buiking, by the dewty 
payit to the dean of gild for his burgefhip, or gildrie, 
quhilk is twenty punds for his burgefhip, and 
fourty pound for his gildrie, the priviledge always 
of the bairns of burgeffes and gild brether not be- 
ing prejudged heirby, quha fall pay the auld and 
accuftomed dewty to the dean of gild allanerly. 
Thir dewties and colle£tiouns, or cafualities of 
entres- filver, ‘up fetts, owkly pennies, un laws, 
and (Ik-like, to be received in all tyme coming, of 
all merchants and c:afts-men indifferently, put in 
the faid common purfe, and impioit be the advice 
and command of the proveft, bailies and counfel, 
for fupport and relief of the failyiet and decayet 
burgeffes and crafts men, their wyfes, bairns, and 
auld fervants, and uther poor indwellers of the 
town. The proveit, bailies, c^unfel, ^nd haill 
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deakens every yeir after ele&ioun of the magif- 
trates, fall choofe the colle&ors of the faid dew* 
ties and cafualities, of equal number of merchants 
and craftfmen, and to devyfe and fet down fie 
good ordour as they fall find meet and expedient 
for the perfyte and rcadie in-bringing thereof. 
And laft, the faid collectors fall make yeirly 
compts of their intromiffioun therewith, at the 
tyme of making of the town’s compts, and fall 
find fuflicient caution at their admifiioun, for compt> 
reckoning and payment. Item , It is ordained, 
that baith the faids parties, merchants and craftf- 
men now prefent, and their fuccefiors, fall inviol- 
ably obferve, keip, and fulfill this prefent appoint- 
ment and decreit arbitral, and every heid, ciaufe, 
and article conteinit therein. Likeas, his Majef- 
ty, and the faids judges, wills and ordains them, 
with willing hearts, to put in oblivion all bypalt 
enormities, imbrace and interteiri love and amity, 
and as they are of ane city, fwa to be of ane 
mind •, then fall they be acceptit of God, flop the 
mouths of them quhilk tuik occafion be their di- 
vifion to flander the truth i then fall they be mair 
able to do our Soveraign Lord acceptable fervice, 
and have ane (landing and flourifliing common- 
weall. And finally, his Majefly and the faids 
judges will efteem their lang travels fruitfully be- 
lt 0 wit. 

L 
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Certification the Sett. 

ATTOUPi, his Ma jetty and the faids judges, 
ordains the practice and execution of this prefent 
appointment and decreet to be and begin after the 
day and date hereof, and to continue, and be ob* 
fervit and keipit as ane perpetual law in tyme 
coming; and whafoever contraveins the famen, 
fall be repute and halden ane troubler of the quiet 
eflate of the common- weal, incurre the note of 
infamy, and forfault and tyne their freedom for e« 
ver, and othcrways to be perfewit and punilhit as 
feditious perfons, conform to the laws of the realm, 
with all rigour and extremity ; and ordains thir 
prefents to be ratifiet and approvit in his highnefs 
next parliament; and in the mean tyme the fame to 
be a£l'it and r eg ill rat in the buiks of counfel and fef- 
fion, arid, to have the flrength of a£l$ and decreets of 
the: lords thereof, and that their authority be in- 
te’rponit thereto, and letters and executor] j I s to 
pdfs thereupon, in form as efleirs ; and for afting 
mid reg id rating of th'e famen, makes and confli- 
tuts; M offers John Sharp, John preftoun, Thomas 
Graig and John Skeen, our procurators, conju nel- 
ly and-.feverally in uberieri forma premittendo de 
into* ' In* witnefs whereof, the faids judges and o- 
veifman togidder, with the faids commiflioners, in 
token of ttuir con fen ts and acceptation of the pie- 
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miflls, has fubferivit tbir prefents with thtii hands, 
day, year, and place forefaids. 

JAMES R. 6c. 

All the charters and donations in favours of 
the town of Edinburgh, granted before and Cnee 
the union of the two crowns of Scotland and Eng- 
land, were confirmed by the fucceeding Monarch, 
Charles I. 

Whose charter of confirmation narrates, c That 

* calling to his royal memory, and per ftfl.lv un- 
4 derflanding the many good, notable, and thankful, 

* fervices performed by the magifirates and inha.. 

* bitants of Edinburgh, the chief city and burgh 
1 of the ancient kingdom of Scotland, not only 
‘ to himfelf, Cnee hr? happy acceffion to the king-* 
i dom, but a Ho to his.dearell father c>f eternal 

* memory, and his ether moll famous progenitors, 
f the particular and notable exprefTions whereof, 

* are contain’d in the ancient infi’eofFments granted 

* to them by his predecefiors of eternal memory; 

‘ which remains to pofierity, as fig ns of their fi- 

* delity, and great and egregious fervices done 
4 and performed by them, for the good and ho- 

* nour of the kingdom: Therefore, confirmed, 

‘ 6cd And did grant to the magifirates of the- 
faid town and fucceflbrs, the prefenring and nomL- 

L 2 
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minating of minifters, for ferving the cares in the 
haill churches built, or to be built, within the faid 
town with the right of patronage of the faid haill 
kirks in all time coming. As alfo, confirmed to 
them, the faid city, town-walls, ditches, ports, 
ftreets, pafiages, paths, lands, teritories and commu- 
nity of the fame, with the common lands, called^ 
the Common Muir eafter and' wefter, and common 
mire thereof ; together with the fouth loch, called 
the Barron Loch, and the loch of the faid city, 
called the North Loch, with the lands, of old cal- 
led the Greenfide, with the Leper- houfe and 
yard fituate on the fame, arable lands, banks and 
merifhes thereof, for the prefent occupied by the 
l’epers of the faid houfe. And granted to the faid 
burgh, the foie liberty of merchandize pertaining 
to a free royal burgh, within the bounds of the 
ffieriffilom of Edinburgh, and the privileges of 
weekly markets every Monday, Wednefday and 
Friday, or any three days of the week that they 
/hall appoint, with two yearly fairs, viz. Hal- 
low-fair and Trinity -fair, with the haill fmall 
Ciifloms, according to ufe and wont, efpccially 
the (her iff fee and {herifF gioves. And thereby en- 
u£ted the village of Leith into a burgh of baronv, 
with power to the magi fi rates of Edinburgh, to 
choice bailies and officers therein, and making 
laws for governing thereof. Which charter is 
dated at Newmarket, 23d October .1 6j6, and 
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rzth year of his reign, before witnefles, the 
mod reverend father in Chrift, and his well-be- 
loved Counfellor, John, by the mercy of God, 
Archbifhop of St. Andrews, primate and metro- 
politan of the kingdom of Scotland, &c. his 
chancellor ; his well beloved coufen and counfel- 
lor, James Marquis of Hamilton, earl of Arran 
Cambridge, Lord Aven and Innerdale, &c. Tho- 
mas Earl of Haddington, Lord Binning and 
Byris, keeper of the privy Seal ; William Earl 
of Stirling, Vifcount of Canada, Lord Alexander of 
Tullibody, &c. his fecretary ; his wellbeloved 
familiar counfellor Sir John Hay of Barro, clerk 
to his council, regifters, and rolls; John Hamil- 
ton of Orbiftoun juftice clerk ; John Scot of Scot- 
ftarvit, director to our chancellary knights. 

These charters (hew the pious care and com. 
paflion of our fovereigns for the poor : And here, 

I were very unjuft to our mother ciry, as well as 
to the memory of that great, good man, George 
Heriot, hurgefs and gcldfmith of Edinburgh, 
jeweller to the two renewned princes, James VI. 
and this king ChaklEs; if I fhould forget his 
pious mortification to the poor, and the magnifi- 
cent fabiic which he ere&ed for their hofpitalt 
Anno 1627. The mortifications I have formerly 
mentioned relating to St. Eloi^and St. Mungo’s 
L 3 
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altars, flowed rather from felf intereft than chari* 
ty, the patrons believing, by their donations, to 
merit heaven, as the charters exprefTes it, (fuch 
is the blindnefs of popery) and claimed it as pur- 
chafed and paid for : But this Proteflant founder, 
was a granger to the uncouth do&rine of merit; 
he knew, that falvation is the gift of God through 
Christ Jesus; Th3t good works is the fruit 
and natural reful t of faith ; that rich men are the 
ftewards of God’s goodnefs, the meflengers of 
his favours, the conduit* pipes of his liberality ; and 
therefore, in the ftatutes of the hofpital, Caput de 
fundatore bafpitady ftatutes, that on the fir It Mon- 
day of June every year, thanks be given to God 
in the Grayfriar’s church, for the charitable main- 
tenance which the poor maintained in the hofpital, 
receive by the bounty of the founder; and that 
the preacher exhort all men of ability to follow his 
example, ' to urge the neceflity of good works for 
the teftimony of their faith ; and to clear the doc- 
trine of the church from the repioaches of adver- 
faiies, who give us out to be the impugners of 
good works. 

The fundamental inflitutions of this hofpital 
were, at the defire of the founder, compiled by 
the reverend dodlor Walter Balcanquhall the dean 
of Rochefter, who left confiderably to it himfelf. 
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If God records Bezaleel and Aholiah, two 
goldfmiths and jewellers, Exod. xxxi. for their cu- 
rious workmanfhip in the tabernacle, we ought 
certainly to record a goldfmith and jeweller, who 
not only excelled in architecture, fculptuie, and 
engraving ; but dedicated a palace, and prince’s 
revenues to the Lord, Pfal. cxii 9. He hath dif- 
fer fed ^ he hSth given to the poor , his righteoufnefs 
endureth for ever } his horn fhall be exalted with 
honour . 

The greatefl part of this (lately edifice is Go- 
thick work; but the frontifpiece is adorned with 
(lately pillars of the Corinthian and Dorick order, 
with various groops of figures, two of which are 
very curious, a company of fchool boys, in the 
habits appointed by the founder, under the ferula 
of their preceptors, with this motto, extending to 
the face of the teachers, Sic vos Deus y ut vos eos ; 
and the other, the fcholars round the table at din- 
ner, this infcription above their heads, out of the 
poet Virgil , Dens nobis hecc oiia fecit . Above this, 
the arms of the founder ; within the poich above 
the entry, in a.nich, the flatuie of the partron, 
above his head this motto, alluding as well to the 
building, as to the builder : Corporis hzc y Animi 
cjl hoc Opus Effigies . 

T nr. entry of the chapel beautified with pillars 


130 An Hi /1 or teal Account 

of the Teutonick order, and a large bible engra- 
ven in (tone, above which is this infeription. 

Aurifici dederat mihi vis divina perennem , is facere 
in Terris , in Carlo is Ferre . 

Below an artificial crown, which fupplies the 
word Coronam , the fentence being defigned for an 
JEnigma 
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I. The Royal College of SurgconJ 



The Surgeons 2nd Barbers were erefled in to a 
corporation by a Seal of Caufe, at Edinburgh, !. 
July 1504, and ratified by King James the V. 13. 
October 1506, See. 
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II, Goldsmiths. 



THE Goldfmiths were originally Incorporated 
with the Hammermen, but what time they fepera* 
\ them is uncertain ; they were, however* 
compa ly in 1581. 
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111 . Skinners. 



THE Skinners were erc&etl into a corporation:, 
on or before the year 1 1;86. 
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IV. Furriers. 



THE Furriers alfo owe their exiftance, as a bo- 
dy, corporate, to the Town council : The tioae of 
heir bsin^ incorporated is unknown. 
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V. Ham m erm ens.- 



THE Hammermen were erefted into a corpora- 
tion 2 . Way 1583- See the Ci-ty Set. 
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VI. Wrights 



THE Wrights have sr double reprefentation in 
the Town* Council. 
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VII. Masons. 



THE Mafons and Wrights were Incorporated 
the 1 5. October 1475. See the City Set. 
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VII f . Tailors. 



THE Tailors were Incorporated, and has feveral 
Charters from the Town Council, ratified by the 
Scots Kings* 
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IX. Baxters. 



A SEAL of Caufe from the Town Council in 
1522, infavour of this Corporation ; by this Char- 
ter they had an altar eredted in St Giles’s Church, 
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X. 


F 


L ESH ERS. 



THEY are an old Corporation, they were In- 
corporated before 1488, for in that year feveral re- 
gulations were made. See the City Set. 
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XI. CORDINERS. 



WE cannot ascertain the time that this Corpo. 
ration was inftituted, Maitland places it in 1449 i 
but the earliefl records that can be recovered is 
1475 , ratlned by King James YL 
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XII. Websters. 



THE Weavers were incorporated 31. January 
1475.- They petitioned, “ That for the honour 
and love of God, of his Mother the Virgin, end 
of St. Sovrane” ; and prays a ratification of thefe 
a tides, among others, care is taken to ena£k 
“ that the prieft fhall get his meat. 
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SET or CHARTER, for the Government 
of the City of EDINBURGH, 

Magistrates. - m 
THE magiftrates of the city of Edinburgh,* to 
be feven in number, viz, a provoft, four bailies, 
dean of guild, and treafurer; and thefe to be al- 
ways of the eftate and calling of merchants, con- 
form to a£ts of parliament; and if any craftfman 
fliall, for his good qualities, be promoted thereto, 
in that cafe he (hall leave his craft, and not occu- 

. ^ t- / 

py the fame by himfelf, or his fervants, during 
the time of his office, and ffiall not return thereto 
at any time thereafter, until he obtain fpecial li. 
cence from the provoft, bailies, and council to that 
efFeG. 

Town Council. 

THE town council to confift of ten merchants, 
viz. the old provoft, four old bailies, old dean of 
guild, and old treafurer, and three merchants to be 1 
added to thefe (called merchant counfellors.), and 
alfo to confift of eight craftfmen, viz. fix deacons, r 
and two other craftf r en (call-ed trades gounfellors)^ 
making in all eighteen ; and thefe, added to the 
magiftrates for the year, form the ordinary council 
of twenty five. 
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Incorporations. 

J >i. i 

THE fourteen incorporated trades, or crafts, are 
the furgeons, goldfmiths, fkinners, furriers, hat: <- 
mermen, wrights, mafons, tailors, baxters, fiefhers, 
cordiners, webilers, waulkers, and bonnetmakers *. 


* The furgeons and barbers were formerly incor# 
porated together; but fome differences arifing betwixt 
them, a long procefs at lawenfued, the refult of which 
was, the profeflions were disjoined, and the barbers 
are now only a lbciety, though retaining the privi- 
leges granted by royal charter: they chufe a prefes, 
inftead of a .deacon, and are not reprelented in the 
town-council. 

' The furriers are now knownby the name of glovers. 

Along with the hammermen are comprehended the 
following crafts viz blackftniths, white-ironfmiths, 
copperfmith6, lockfmiths, fheerfmiths, gunfmiths, 
cutlers, pewterers, faddlers, armourers, founders, 
braziers, watchmakers, bookmakers, pinmakers, and 
beltmakerjs. \ 4 ; 

The wrights and mafons are, known by the name of 
u the united incorporation of Mary’s chapel.” — It 
confifts of the following crafts, viz. wrights, mafons, 
bowyers, glaziers, plumbers, npholfterers, painters, 
listers, Tievewrights and coopers, — They have a double 
reprefentation in the town-council; one deacon is 
cbofcn to represent the wrights, and another the 
mafons. 

The cordiners are better known by the name of 
flioemakers * _ ~ " 

With ihe waulkers the hatters are incorporated. 

And the dyers with the bonnetmakers. 
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Election of Deacons. 

IN order to form the council, it is necefTary to 
begin with tbe election of deacons for each of thefe 
crafts. — On the third council- day (Wednefday) 
preceding the feaft of Michaelmas, yearly, the 
provod, bailies, and council for the year, confid- 
ing of nineteen perfons only (excluding always the 
fix council deacons), (hall convene, and call before 
them the prefent fourteen deacons, every one fe- 
verally, and inquire their opinion and judgment of 
the bed and worthied men of their refpective 
crafts * ; and the provod, bailies, and council 
(hall then proceed to nominate and leet three of 
the mod difcreet and bed qualified perfons for each 
craft (whereof the old deacon fhall always be one),, 
who are burgefies and freemen of the city, and 
who have been maders of their crafts for two years 

* This was according to the original let of King 
James VI. bur the decreet arbitral of Archibald Duke 
of Argyle in 1730, regulates this matter as follows : 

Ordains that the ufage and endom of prfenting leets 
of fix perfons rrtade by the ieveral incorporations, and 
atteded by their refpe&ive clerks, to the magidrates 
and council, in order to their making fhort leets of 
three for ele&ion of deacons, be inviolably for ever 
obferved, and that the Piort leets be returned by than 
out of the laid leets of fix, regularly and legally made 
and atteded,” 
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at lead. After which the fourteen leets fhall be 
delivered to their refpedlive deacons, and each dea- 
con, on the, day thereafter, {hall convene his crafr, 
and of the three perfons in the leet, (hall eleft one 
to be deacon of that craft for the enfuing year:- And 
upon the next council day after the faid dc&ion, 
the old deacons, attended by fome of the matters of 
the crafts, (hall prefent the new deacons to the 
council, who fhall authorife them in theii offices, 
and receive them in place of the old deacons. . 

f. • r * * ■ • i * 

Election o/Council Deacons. 

t v-i • ' f 

ON the faid day of prefenting the new deacons* 
the provod, bailies, and council, confiding of 
nineteen, (hall chufe, from among the faid fourteen 
deacons, fix perfons to fit in council for the enfu- 
ing year, and to be called council deacons; and 
the fix deacons, who were formerly upon the coun- 
cil, fhall be removed, and have no future vote in 
council, unlefs they be re*eie£ifcd. 

Election of New Council, and of Merchant 
and Trades Councilors. 

UPON Wednefday next immediately preceding 
Michaelmas, yearly, the provod, bailies, dean of 
guild, and treafurer; the old provod, old bailies, 
old dean of guild, and old treafurer ; three mer- 
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chant counfellors, two trades counfellors, and fix 
council deacons, in all twenry-five perfons, and 
twenty fix votes, (ihe provoft always having two), 
(hall convene and chufe a new council of eighteen 
for the enfuing year ; and as the provoft, bailies* 
dean of guild, and treafurer for the prefent year, 
and the fix new council deacons, make thirteen 
perfons thereof, — fj they fhall add and chufe three 
of the molt refpedlible merchants of the city to be 
merchant counfellors, and likewife two reputable' 
merchants of the city to be merchant counfellors, 
and likewife two reputable craftfmen to be trades- 
counfellors, (in place of the five former counfellors);* 
and thefe eighteen to be called the new council. 
And if any of the merchant counfellors fo chofen 
be afterwards upon the leets for Magiftrates, and 
be promoted thereto, another reputable merchant 
fiWll be chofen counfellor in his room on the day 
he is fo promoted. 

Fixing the Leets for Mag i strates. 

ON the Friday next thereafter, the faid netv 
council of eighteen, and the old council of twelve, 
(viz. the old provoft, old bailie?, old dean of guild, 
and old treafurer, the three old merchant counfel- 
lors, and the two old trades counfellors) in all thir- 
ty perfons, (and thirty one votes,) fhall convene to 
fix the leets for magiftrates for the enfuing year • 
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and thefe thirty perfons folemnly protefting be- 
fore God that they (nail chufe the perfons moft fit 
for thefe offices, without favour, hatred, or any 
kind of collufion,” (hall then begin and chufe for 
each of the feven magiftrates a leet of three*, that 
is, for the provoft a leet of three, (the prefent pro- 
voft being one of them) *, for each of the four bai- 
lies a leet of three j for the dean of guild a leet of 
three (including the prefent dean), and for the trea- 
furer a leet of three (the prefent included) *. And 
a majority of votes of the faid thirty perfons to de- 
termine every name to he put in thefe leets. 

Election of Magistrates. 

O N Tuefday next after Michaelmas, yearly, 
there fhall convene the faid thirty pei forts of new 
and old council, and affo the remaining ekht of 
tfie fourteen deacons who are not of the council, 
(but are in this cafe extraordinary councii deacons), 
in all thirty eight perfons, and thirty nine votes ; 
—and beginning at the leet for proved, 11 they (hall 
all in their own ranks give their votes to fuch as 
they find meet for the good of the town, according 

. * The Duke of Argyle’s decreet-arbitral contains 
the following, elaofe : — Ci Finds that according to the 
fet of the town, there mu ft he three perfons in every 
leet for the fever*! offices ©£ provoft. dean of guild, 
and treafurer, and twelve perfons in the leet for bau 
lies ; but it is not determined by the fet whether the 
Aid leets fhould contain one and twenty different per- 
fons; and the u fa appears to be in the contrary,, 
whiefc therefore ought to prevaiL 5 *' 
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to their confidence and knowledge, without fee or 
favour and on whom the greateft number of 
votes fhall fall, he (hall be fworn, received, and 
admitted provoft for that year .enfuing ; — and fo 
proceed, in the fame manner, through the leets 
for the bailies, dean of guild, and ticafurer, till 
the faid election be completely ended. 

And the election being juftly and duly declared 
and minuted in the council books, the laid newly 
elected provoft; bailies, dean o'f guild, and trea- 
futer, being added to the eighteen council former* 
ly elected, and making in all twenty five perfons, — • 
they only (and no others) fhall have the full go- 
vernment and adminiftration of the hail common- 
weal of the city, in all things, for one year en* 
fuing : 

Excepting always the cafes following, in 
which the whole fourteen deacons of crafts fhall be 
Called to give their fpeclal vote and confutation, 
viz. an election of the provoft, bailies, dean of 
guild, and treafurer (as above); an election for a 
member of parliament; in felling of feus, or any 
manner of tacks (except the yearly rouping of the 
town’s good on Martinmas even) ; in giving cf 
benefices or other offices in the burgh ; in granting 
of extents, contributions, and ficklike : building 

o 

of common works ; and in difpofing of the com* 
mon good of the fum of twenty pounds together. 
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And if any one more of the eight extraordinary 
deacons, being personally warned to a meeting for 
any of the above purpofes, and abfent himfelf, 
then the lad deacon who preceded him, or any o- 
ther who was in the leet with him at the lad elec- 
tion, (hall Supply his place for the time; and he 
alfo being abfent (though personally warned), — 
then the meeting are empowered to proceed to 
bufinefs without them. 

That no perfon whatever be chofen provoft, 
bailie, dean of guild, or treafurer, although they 
be burgeffes of the city, unlefs they have been one 
year at lead in the council before. — That no perfon 
be upon the council above two years together, un- 
lefs he be chofen into oflice, fuch as proved, bailie - , 
dean of guild, or treafurer ; in that cafe he is ex 
officio , a counfelior. — That no deacon of a craft 
Shall be continued in his Said office of deacon above 
two years together. 

That the provod, dean of guild, and treafurer, 
(hall not be eledted or continued in their offices 
longer than one, or, at mod, two years together 
at a time : And the bailies fhall only be one year 
bailie, one year old bailie, and one year free of 
a Tice, and diall not be put in leets for bailies till 
thofe years be pad. That whoever has ferved the 
office of Dean of Guild fhall be capable, at any 
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time afterwards , to be chofen provoft or bailie, as 
the council (hall think fit : And the trealurer (hall 
alfo be capable to be chofen bailie, but not till 
his accounts, as treafurer, are finally fitted and 
approved by the council. 

That the right of calling the council, ordinary 
and extraordinai y, belongs to the provoft or prefes 
of the meeting; and upon an execution returned 
to the members being fummoned by the faid pro* 
voft or prefes his order, thirteen of the ordinary, 
and feventeen of the extraordinary council, may 
proceed and a£t in the fame manner as if all the 
members were prefent ; but if the provoft or pre- 
fes (hall happen to negle£t, or (hall refufe to call a 
Council on Wednefday ^the ordinary council day), 
a majority of the faid council may, forty eight 
hours preceding the ordinary and ftated time of 
meeting, require the aforefaid provoft or prefes, 
under form of inftrument, to call a council, and 
upon his refufal or negledl to comply with the de- 
mand fo made, the majority of the faid council 
may meet on the faid ufual and ftated time, and 
proceed to do bufinefs. 

That the provoft- has right to the firft vote in 
every matter and thing, and to a calling vote in 
cafe of an equality, and to no other or further vote 
in any cafe whatever. 
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That the deacons extraordinary, or not of the 
council* have a vote in chufmg proxies for the ab- 
fent members of the ordinary council at the annual 
ele£tion, in all fteps where they have a right to be 
prefent. 

That the faid extraordinary deacons of crafts 
have right to give their fpecial vote and confulta- 
tion, annually, in electing and chufing the mem. 
bers of the dean of guild court of Edinburgh j but 
that they have no vote in the election of the offi- 
cers of the train bands, the conftables, and bailies 
of the public markets of the city, and their affift- 
ants, kirk and college treafurers, ftent-maftersi 
and auditors of the town’s accounts ; nor in ele£U 
ing and chufing the baron bailies of the fuburbs, 
namely, the bailies of Leith, Canongate, Portf- 
burgh, and Caltoun 5 the magiftrates and ordinary 
council having the only right of chufmg the faid 
officers. 

That no perfon who has deferted and given o- 
ver the practice and exercife of his trade and occu- 
pation within the city of Edinburgh and liberties 
there’of, unlefs he refide within the faid town or 
liberties, and at the fame time fubjeft himfelf to 
the common burdens of the town and incorporation 
whereof he is free, or who is received as a member 
or fervant in any of the town's, hofpitals, or who is 
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a penfioner of the town or trade, or has or enjoys 
any benefit or incrative office from the town or 
trade, or, who, at any time within fix months pre- 
ceding, has been received, or was member, fer- 
vant, or penfioner as aforefaid, or held or enjoyed 
fucb benefice or incrative office hath, or ought to 
have anv vote in the ele£tion of a deacon, or other 
officer of rhe incorporation, or in making up leets 
in order to the ele&ion of a deacon or other officer, 
or to a£t or vote in any meeting whatfoever, of 
any incorporation within the faid city. 

That the expence of all public treats ought to 
be previoufly authorifed by the council, and attefl- 
ed when laid out by two of the council, or more, 
who are herebv ordained to write, or caufe to be 
written on the bills, the date and occafion of the 
expence, and the perfon’s name to whom the fame 
was paid, or is due ; and to fign the faid bills and 
report, and produce them in council within a 
month at fartheft after the faid expence is incurred. 

Th t neither the merchants among themfelves, 
nor the crafts and their deacons among themfelves, 
fhall make any particular or general conventions, 
as merchants with merchants, deacons with dea- 
cons, deacons with crafts, or crafts among them- 
felves, without the advice and confent of the pro- 
voft, bailies, and council. 
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Excepting always, that the dean of guild 
may afTemble his brethren and council in their 
guild courts, conform to the antient laws and pri- 
vileges of the guildry : And any craft may con- 
vene together among themfelves, for the chufing 
of their deacons at the time appointed thereto, and 
in manner before exprefied ; making of mailers, 
and trying of their handy work, allenarly : And if 
any brethren, or deacons of crafts, (hall find out, 
or dcvife any good heads that may tend to the good 
of the;r craft, they {hall propone the fame to the 
magiflrates, who fhall fet forward an aft or ftatute 
thereupon. 

That the council, ordinary and extraordinary, 
have the foie power and right of governing the 
Trinity Hofpital, and cannot delegate the fame to 
asy other perfon or perfons whatfoever. 

That the accompts of the town be fitted and 
audited within the year to which the faid accompts 
relate, or within three months after the expiration 
of the faid year ; and that no article of deburfe- 
ment of the town’s money ought to be allowed un- 
lefs the fame be fufficiently vouched. 


FINIS. 










































